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THE  TERCENTENARY  DINNER 

The  Aberdeen  Master  Printers'  Guild  celebrated  the  tercentenary 
of  printing  in  Aberdeen  at  a  Dinner  in  the  Palace  Hotel  on  the 
evening  of  Friday,  i6th  June,  1922.  The  gathering  was  presided 
over  by  the  Guild  President,  Mr.  James  R.  Sutherland,  of  The 
Aberdeen  University  Press.  There  was  a  singular  appropriateness 
in  this,  as  Mr.  Sutherland  maybe  regarded  as  the  present-day  suc- 
cessor of  Edward  Raban  in  the  office  of  printer  to  the  University. 
The  croupiers  were  Mr.  William  Whitson,  Past  President,  Mr. 
Theodore  Watt,  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  James  E.  Wilson,  Secre- 
tary, Aberdeen  Master  Printers'  Guild,  In  addition  to  these  the 
company  included  the  following  : — 

The  Company. 

Lord  Provost  Meff,  Very  Rev.  Principal  Sir  George  Adam 
Smith,  Mr.  W.  B.  Blaikie,  LLD.,  Edinburgh;  Mr.  J.  F.  Kellas 
Johnstone,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Frederick  S.  Ferguson,  London  ;  Mr. 
P.  J.  Anderson,  LL.B,,  librarian,  Aberdeen  University;  Mr. 
J.  M.  Bulloch,  LL.D.,  editor  of  the  Graphic,  London ;  Mr. 
George  Duncan,  chairman,  Aberdeen  Education  Authority ;  Mr. 
Henry  Alexander,  editor,  Aberdeen  Free  Press ;  Rev.  A.  W. 
Scudamore  Forbes,  West  Parish  Church,  Aberdeen  ;  Rev.  George 
Walker,  D.D.,  East  Parish  Church,  Aberdeen  ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Eraser, 
librarian,  Public  Library,  Aberdeen;  Mr.  William  Maxwell, 
editor,  Aberdeen  Journal ;  Mr.  D.  M.  M.  Milligan,  advocate, 
Aberdeen;   Mr.   J.   A.   C.  Coutts,  Aberdeen  Journal ;  Mr.   R.  T. 
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Wishart,  secretary,  Scottish  Alliance  of  Master  Printers;  Mr. 
E.  W.  Watt,  Aberdeen  Free  Press;  Mr.  William  Kelly,  LL.D., 
Aberdeen  ;  Mr.  Harry  Townend,  curator,  Aberdeen  Art  Gallery  ; 
Mr.  James  Lefevre  and  Mr.  Robert  Shepherd,  of  the  Aberdeen 
Branch  of  the  Scottish  Typographical  Association  ;  Mr.  J.  N. 
Strachan,  printer,  Forfar ;  Mr.  William  Hacket,  printer,  Peterhead ; 
Messrs.  George  Cornwall,  George  D,  Gray,  W.  D.  Davidson, 
William  Hustwick,  William  Watson,  Robert  Vyio.,  John  Milne, 
John  Milne,  jun.  ;  J.  G.  C.  Stewart,  W.  W.  Wilson,  James  Milne, 
R.  F.  Stephen,  Royan  Middleton,  Robert  Crawford,  G.  A.  Gowans, 
James  Blair,  James  Smith,  Cecil  Fraser,  and  Robert  Philip. 

Apologies  for  Absence. 

Apologies  for  absence  had  been  received  from  the  following  : — 
Mr.  James  MacLehose,  LL.D.,  Glasgow  (President  of  the 
Federation  of  Master  Printers) ;  Mr.  Robert  Wilson  (President 
of  the  Scottish  Alliance  of  Master  Printers) ;  Mr.  James  Paterson, 
Glasgow,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Waterston,  Edinburgh  (Past  Presidents 
of  the  Scottish  Alliance  of  Master  Printers) ;  Mr.  J.  Monte  Wilson, 
Glasgow  (Vice-President  of  the  Scottish  Alliance  of  Master 
Printers)  ;  Mr.  George  D.  Stewart  (Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Scottish 
Alliance  of  Master  Printers);  Mr.  Robert  Cunningham,  printer, 
Alva;  Mr.  James  Ross,  printer,  Dundee;  Mr.  Walter  Methven, 
printer,  Perth ;  Mr.  George  C.  Allen,  printer,  Kirkcaldy ;  Mr. 
A.  Wilson  Ewing,  Banff;  Mr.  Alex.  Fullerton,  Convener  of  the 
Incorporated  Trades,  Aberdeen;  Mr.  Andrew  Craig,  Chairman, 
Aberdeen  Parish  Council ;  and  Mr.  Lewis  Smith,  Aberdeen.  The 
absence  of  the  President  of  the  Federation  of  Master  Printers 
and  of  the  office-bearers  of  the  Scottish  Alliance  of  Master  Printers 
was  due  to  their  being  engaged  in  prolonged  and  difficult  negotia- 
tions for  the  adjustment  of  wages  in  the  printing  trade. 
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An  excellent  dinner  was  served  by  the  management  of  the 
Palace  Hotel,  the  following  being  the 

Menu. 

Hors  d'Oeuvres  a  la  Russe. 

Clear  Royal. 
Cream  Bagration. 

Boiled  Salmon.         Mousseline  Sauce. 
Cucumber. 

Chicken  Saute  Patti. 

Noisettes  of  Lamb  Excelsior. 

New  Peas  with  Butter. 

New  Potatoes  Fondante. 

Asparagus.         Maltaise  Sauce. 

Savarin  Printanier. 

Parfait  des  lies. 
Wafers. 

Dessert. 

Cofifee. 

Programme  of  Music. 

During  the  Dinner  the  following  programme  of  music  was 
submitted  : — 

1.  Marche  "Militaire"  Schubert 

2.  (a)  Barcarolle  "Tales  of  Hoffman "  Offenbach 
{b)  Rigoden                      Opera  "Dardanus"  Rameau 
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Incidental  Music 

"  Monsieur  Beaucaire  " 

Rosse 

4- 

Norwegian  Melody 

"  Saterjenten's  Sontag  " 

Ok  Bull 

5- 

Selection 

"Shamrock  " 

arr.  Myddleton 

6. 

Characteristic  Valses 

"  De  La  Reine  " 
"Bohemienne" 

Coleridge-  Taylor 

7- 

{a)  Liebeslied 

"A  Toi" 

Elliott 

(^) 

"Serenata" 

Moszkowski 

8. 

Indian  Love  Lyrics 

Amy 

Woodforde-Finden 

"The  Temple  Bells" 

"  Less  than  Dust  " 

"  Kashmiri  Song  " 

"Till  I  Wake" 

Piano      .  .       Mr.  A.  Center. 

ist  Violin         .       Mr.  A.  M.  Smith. 

2nd  Violin        .       Mr.  G.  R.  Smith. 

'Cello       .         .       Mr.  C.  W.  Daniel. 


The  Chairman's  Welcome. 

After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  pledged,  the  Chairman  read 
the  following  telegram  from  Dr.  MacLehose,  President  of  the 
Federation  of  Master  Printers  : — 

"  Cordially  wish  you  greatest  success  at  your  meetings  to-night 
and  to-morrow.  I  much  regret  that  I  am  detained  in  London,  and 
remember  gratefully  my  delightful  meeting  in  Aberdeen  last  year. 

MacLehose." 

The  Chairman  then  said  : — 

"  We  are  met  to-night,  as  you  are  aware,  to  do  honour  to  the 
memory  of  Edward  Raban,  who  was  the  first  to  introduce  printing 
in  Aberdeen  300  years  ago. 

"  I  should  like  to  say  how  extremely  pleasing  it  is  to  see  such 
a  fine  representation  of  the  Aberdeen  Master  Printers.  Such  a 
large  gathering  as  we  have  here  proves  that  we  do  appreciate  the 
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man  who  was  the  means  of  introducing  our  craft  into  the  city. 
We  printers  do  consider  ourselves  of  some  importance,  and  1 
sometimes  think  that  we  do  not  ahvays  get  the  appreciation  due 
to  us  from  the  public. 

"What  would  the  public  do  without  their  morning  paper? 
What  would  the  University  and  the  Town  Council  do  without 
printing,  the  libraries  without  books,  and  so  on? 

"  But  before  proceeding  further  I  wish  to  extend  a  very  cordial 
welcome  to  our  local  guests.  We,  indeed,  feel  highly  honoured 
to  have  here  this  evening  our  Lord  Provost,  the  Very  Reverend 
Sir  George  Adam  Smith,  Principal  of  our  University,  as  also 
other  well-known  citizens.  But  above  all,  I  am  sure  we  feel  proud 
in  having  with  us  various  representatives  of  the  printing  trade 
from  other  parts  of  Scotland.  In  particular  I  would  mention 
Dr.  Blaikie,  who,  I  understand,  is  the  descendant  of  a  well-known 
Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  is  affectionately  regarded  as  the 
father  of  the  Scottish  printing  trade. 

"  1  suppose  you  will  expect  me  to  tell  you  something  of  Raban. 
I  feel,  however,  that  it  would  be  presumptuous  on  my  part  were  I 
to  attempt  to  do  so,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  with  us 
Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone,  who  has  very  kindly  undertaken  to  read  a 
paper  on  Raban,  Mr.  Johnstone  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
greatest  authorities  on  Aberdeen's  first  printer.  He  has  devoted 
his  life  to  the  study  of  the  bibliography  of  Aberdeen,  and  the 
fruit  of  his  labours  will  shortly  be  seen  in  two  handsome  volumes 
to  be  issued  by  the  New  Spalding  Club  as  a  memorial  of  the 
tercentenary  we  are  now  celebrating. 

"Without  an\'  intention  of  intruding  upon  Mr.  Johnstone's 
paper,  I  think  it  worth  while  mentioning  that  my  firm  has  in  the 
press  at  the  present  moment  a  volume  entitled  The  Pilgrim  Press. 
On  reading  through  the  proofs,  I  found   The  Pilgrim  Press  was 
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established  at  Leyden,  in  Holland,  and  I  obsen^ed  several  refer- 
ences made  to  Raban  as  being  connected  with  that  Press. 

"  Raban,  as  you  are  all  aware,  was  the  first  University  printer 
in  Aberdeen,  and  it  strikes  me  as  perhaps  not  inappropriate  that 
I  should  be  occupying  the  chair  to-night,  as  my  firm  has  the  honour 
of  being  the  University  printers  at  the  present  time. 

"  I  have  much  pleasure  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone 
to  deliver  his  paper," 

Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone^s  Paper  on  Raban. 

Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone  then  read  the  following  paper  entitled  : — 

Edward  Raban,  Laird  of  Letters,  the  First  in 
Aberdeen. 

So  much  has  appeared  in  the  local  press  during  the  past  few 
days  upon  the  subject  of  Edward  Raban  that  you  must  be  satiated 
with  the  redundant  presentation  of  the  research  work  published 
by  the  late  John  Philip  Edmond  in  his  books  of  thirty-five  years 
ago.  The  Public  Librarian  was  well  justified  in  bringing  together 
the  biographical  matter  o( Edmond' s  Aberdeen  Printers, 18S4-1 886, 
and  Last  /Votes,  1888,  very  felicitously  in  the  Ftre  Press  of  14th 
and  15th  inst.  He  also  very  opportunely  called  attention  to  the 
prominent  place  which  Bishop  William  Elphinstone  holds  in  the 
history  of  the  introduction  of  the  art  of  printing  in  Scotland. 
But  he  could  tell  you  nothing  of  its  actual  first  beginning,  because 
there  is  no  account  of  it  in  Dickson  and  Edmond's  Annals  of 
Scottish  Printing,  1890.  No  past  student  of  the  subject  can 
profit  by  the  republication  of  Edmond's  researches,  and  I  shall 
confine  my  remarks  as  far  as  possible  to  a  few  notes  of  the  results 
of  my  own  research,  and  shall  trace  the  family  history  of  our  first 
printer  down  to  the  death  of  the  widow  of  his  eldest  son  in  1698. 
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Andro  Myllar,  the  pioneer  of  printing  in  Scotland,  made  his 
initial  effort  at  Edinburgh  in  i  507  with  a  handpress  and  a  small 
fount  of  Gothic  types  borrowed  for  the  occasion  from  the  establish- 
ment of  Pierre  Violette  of  Rouen,  in  which  he  had  acquired  some 
practical  knowledge  during  the  three  previous  years.  Only  two 
books  of  this  earliest  press  are  known  :  (i )  the  Rudimenta  pueroruni 
in  artem  granviiaticam  of  John  Vaus,  the  first  professor  of  humanity 
at  King's  College,  and  (2)  a  small  collection  of  poems,  including 
The  Lament  of  the  Makars,  by  William  Dunbar.  Like  most 
pioneers  Myllar  was  poor,  but  this  laudable  effort  to  introduce 
the  art  obtained  for  him  a  partnership  with  Walter  Chepman,  a 
patriotic  man  of  substance  who  obtained  from  King  James  IV.  a 
patent  granting  certain  monopolies  to  the  co-partnery.  Myllar 
returned  to  France  with  the  borrowed  properties,  and  brought 
back  the  material  and  assistance  by  means  of  which  the  books  of 
1508  were  printed.  They  include  The  Porteoiis  of  Noblenes,  ?i 
translation  from  the  French  by  Andrew  Cadiou,  M.A.,  Paris, 
1472,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  1480,  who  practised  in  his  native  city 
as  an  advocate  and  notary  public  ;  and  Ane  Buke  of  Gude  Counsale 
to  the  King,  written  or  edited  by  Bishop  Elphinstone.  Myllar 
must  have  died,  for  Chepman  alone  printed  the  two  volumes  of 
the  Bishop's  Breviarium  Aberdonense  in  1509  and  15 10.  The 
press  did  no  further  work,  but  it  is  notable  that  two-thirds  of  its 
product  was  of  Aberdeen  origin.  For  its  output,  refer  to  Dickson 
and  Edmond's  Annals  and  the  Scottish  Text  Society's  The  Chep- 
man arid  Myllar  Prints,  1918.  The  art  was  revived  by  Thomas 
Davidson,  an  Aberdonian,  who  worked  in  Edinburgh,  1532-1543, 
but  the  uninterrupted  continuity  of  the  art  in  that  city  did  not 
begin  until  1558,  when  John  Scot  removed  his  press  thither  from 
St.  Andrews,  where  he  had  worked  from  1552. 

Many  a  year  had  still  to  come  and  go  before  this  hospitable 
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city  gave  welcome  to  her  "Laird  of  Letters."  In  imagination 
we  may  picture  to  ourselves  a  day  in  June,  1622,  the  scene  at  the 
"  herborie,'  as  David  Wedderburn  then  called  the  landing-place 
opposite  the  foot  of  the  Ship  Row,  when  a  small  coasting  vessel 
from  St.  Andrews  discharged  a  very  light  cargo  of  printing  plant 
and  material  and  of  simple  household  effects,  with  the  passengers 
to  whom  they  pertained,  a  printer  with  his  wife  and  child.  Man 
and  child  were  alike  named  Edward  Raban  ;  the  wife  was  Janet 
Johnstone.  And  the  art  which  he  brought  came  to  stay,  for  it 
stands  to  the  credit  of  Aberdeen  that  it  is  the  only  city  in  Scotland 
where  printing  has  maintained  itself,  sometimes  despite  great 
difficulties,  from  its  first  introduction  to  the  present  time.  Edward 
Raban  was  born  about  1579  :  his  birthplace  is  unknown,  but  by 
his  own  statement,  gathered  from  his  printed  works,  it  was  English 
and  his  parents  were  German.  He  alludes  to  an  uncle  Peter 
Raban,  a  parson  "at  Alelton  Mowbray  in  Gloucestershire":  but 
that  town  is  in  the  county  of  Leicester  and  the  error  is  strange, 
displaying  great  ignorance  of  English  topography.  Local 
records  prove  that  a  Raban  family  lived  at  Melton  in  the  late 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  Those  Rabans  were  possibly 
connected  with  a  German  family  of  printers  at  Frankfort-on-the- 
Main  who  invariably  spell  the  name  Raben,  represented  in  Latin 
by  the  word  Corvinus.  George  Raben  {Georgius  Corvmus)  was 
printing  there  so  early  as  1563  in  association  with  an  earlier 
printer  named  Sigismund  Feyerabend,  whose  interest  in  the  press 
he  seems  to  have  acquired  soon  afterwards.  Feyerabend  con- 
tinued in  business  as  a  publisher  and  bookseller,  a  more  profit- 
able and  less  laborious  profession,  and  from  1566  their  imprint 
runs : — Getruckt  zu  Franckfurt  am  Main,  bey  Georg  Raben  in 
verlegung  Sigmund  Feyerabend  ;  in  Latin  : — Impressum  Franco- 
furti  ad  Maenum  apud  Georgium  Corvinum,  impensis  Sigismundi 
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Feyerabent.  They  produced  many  important  works,  including 
several  which  were  adorned  with  pictorial  engravings  by  notable 
artists.  Christopher  Raben  of  that  family  became  in  1586  the 
pioneer  printer  of  Herborn,  a  small  university  city  in  the  duchy 
of  Nassau  in  south-west  Germany,  and  you  may  here  note  for 
future  consideration  that  the  Dukes  of  Nassau  were  also 
Princes  of  Orange.  Curiously  enough,  Christopher's  earliest 
patron  at  Herborn  was  the  Aberdonian  Robert  Howie,  then  a 
student  of  theology,  afterwards  (i  593)  first  Principal  of  Marischal 
College.  The  Herborn  book  of  1586  was  George  Buchanan's 
fine  poem  De  Sphaera,  left  incomplete  at  his  death,  which  Howie 
now  edited  in  its  first  edition  from  a  manuscript  belonging  to 
himself,  and  another  lent  by  John  Johnston  of  Crimond,  after- 
wards professor  of  theology  at  St.  Andrews.  The  book  was  well 
edited  and  instantly  successful :  a  second  edition  issued  from  the 
same  press  in  1587,  and  it  was  frequently  reprinted.  The  title- 
page  carries  a  neat  punning  device  on  the  pi  inter's  name  of  ravens 
conveying  food  to  the  Hebrew  prophet. 

Edward  Raban  was  well  qualified  for  his  work  in  Scotland, 
He  had  acquired  the  German  language  in  infancy,  English  from 
boyhood  to  manhood  :  his  English  orthography  was  better  than 
that  of  some  of  his  patrons,  as  I  have  found  by  comparison  with 
manuscripts.  He  had  learned  French  and  Dutch  and  a  little 
Spanish  in  the  wars,  had  a  good  working  knowledge  of  Latin, 
would  not  have  lost  his  way  in  Italy,  and  knew  the  Greek 
alphabet  at  least.  That  he  was  an  experienced  printer  is  mani- 
fested by  his  tastefulness  and  use  of  decoration  and  the  press- 
work  in  most  instances ;  indeed,  he  was  generally  better  than  his 
Edinburgh  contemporaries,  who  had  more  ample  and  costly 
material  to  work  with.  Printing  he  described  as  "  mine  own 
science,"   and  he  was  a  good  craftsman   before  the   Wanderlust 
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inherited  from  his  German  ancestry  and  the  fighting  instinct  of 
English  upbringing  drew  him  into  the  romance  of  war.  Had 
he  kept  a  diary  like  Samuel  Pepys,  it  must  have  been  both 
interesting  and  valuable.  The  wanderings  cover  twelve  years  of 
his  life,  and  at  their  close  he  went  back  to  the  art  he  had  not 
forgotten.  In  Leyden  he  worked  for  at  least  three  different 
employers,  and  bibliographers  are  agreed  that  his  later  experi- 
ences were  gained  in  the  press  established  by  William  Brewster, 
an  English  Puritan  educated  at  Cambridge,  which  was  suppressed 
in  the  summer  of  1619,  at  the  instance  of  the  English  Government, 
for  printing  anonymously  and  without  imprint  works  by  David 
Calderwood  reflecting  adversely  upon  the  prelatical  schemes  of 
King  James,  and  for  having  them  circulated  in  Scotland.  All 
the  ornamental  pieces,  large  initials,  decorative  materials  and 
some  of  the  type  used  by  him  in  Scotland  had  been  previously 
in  Brewster's  possession.  He  came  to  Scotland  in  expectation 
that  the  Episcopal  clergy  would  support  him,  as  they  did  very 
materially.  Arriving  at  Leith,  most  probably  late  in  the  year 
1619,  he  issued  from  his  press  at  the  sign  of  ABC  in  the  Cowgate 
Port,  Edinburgh,  early  in  1620,  a  volume  of  Seven  Sermons  on 
the  last  words  spoken  by  Christ  upon  the  Cross,  by  Archibald 
Symson,  minister  of  Dalkeith.  No  other  work  has  been  dis- 
covered carrying  his  Edinburgh  imprint,  and  he  had  probably 
removed  to  St.  Andrews  before  Whitsunday,  1620.  It  can 
hardly  be  described  as  merely  a  curious  coincidence  that  Dr. 
Robert  Howie,  the  first  patron  of  Christopher  Raben  at  Herborn 
in  Nassau,  was  now  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  College  at  St. 
Andrews.  Howie  and  Symson  were  intimate  acquaintances, 
deeply  concerned  with  the  wrangling  divisions  on  forms  ot 
Church  Government  which  had  disturbed  the  Kirk  of  Scotland 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Raban's 
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settlement  at  St.  Andrews  was  largely  if  not  entirely  due  to  their 
influence.  His  printing  house  was  "in  the  South  Street  of  the 
citie  at  the  signe  of  the  AB  C,"  and  during  two  years'  residence 
he  did  a  fair  amount  of  work,  including  two  more  volumes  of 
sermons  by  Archibald  Symson.  The  prospect  of  larger  and 
more  regular  employment,  encouraged  by  the  influence  of  Dr. 
Robert  Baron,  and  promises  of  support  by  the  Universities  and 
civic  authorities,  induced  him  to  remove  to  Aberdeen,  where  he 
enjoyed  sixteen  prosperous  years. 

From  the  dawn  of  its  history  the  most  important  business  of 
Aberdeen  has  always  been  education,  and  Edward  Raban's 
establishment  of  the  art  most  essential  to  the  progress  of  learning 
must  ever  remain  an  outstanding  event  in  our  annals.  To 
young  and  old  alike  it  brought  its  countless  advantages  within 
easy  re:ich,  for  he  began  by  printing  in  clear,  bold  black-letter 
types  a  Paternoster  hornbook  to  teach  the  bairns  the  ABC,  and 
the  earliest  appeal  to  their  Heavenly  Father  ;  then  a  little  book  of 
500  Proverbs,  in  English  and  Latin,  to  aid  the  boys  of  the 
Grammar  Schools  ;  Theses  in  Philosophy  and  Science  for  dis- 
cussion by  students  of  the  Universities;  a  treatise  by  William 
Guild  advocating  the  union  of  Protestant  Churches,  which  is  so 
long  in  coming;  and  other  works  for  weighty  consideration  by 
the  erudite.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  there  came  forth 
from  his  press  a  wee  book  of  only  four  leaves,  the  name  of  which 
was  destined  to  become  a  byword.  It  was  the  first  issue  of 
The  Aberdeen  Almanac: — "A  New  Prognostication,  For  the 
yeare  of  our  Lord  God  1623."  Year  by  year  thereafter,  in  its 
page  of  notable  events  in  history,  our  first  printer  and  several 
generations  of  his  successors  in  business  devoted  a  single  line  to 
mark  the  progress  of  time  from  the  Introduction  of  Printing  in 
Aberdeen  by  Edward  Raban,  thus  perpetuating  the  memory  of 
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his  honoured  name.  The  present  year  is  the  three  hundredth 
anniversary  of  its  publication,  and  in  its  greatly  enlarged  form 
it  is  now  the  oldest  periodical  publication  in  Europe. 

In  1639  evil  times  brought  him  reduced  employment, 
annually  becoming  less :  the  country  was  rent  by  conflict,  and 
his  patrons  were  thrust  out  of  their  benefices.  His  sons,  who 
had  assisted  his  daily  labour  from  boyhood,  had  to  seek  their 
subsistence  far  from  the  home  in  the  Castlegate.  In  old  age, 
worn  out  by  the  hard  toil  of  his  business — for  the  hand  press 
entailed  very  laborious  work — and  depressed  by  poverty,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  how  he  spent  his  last  days  after  being 
obliged  in  1649  to  retire  altogether  from  business  life.  "  Richard 
Raven,  Englishman,"  admitted  burgess  of  Guild,  August  i, 
1645,  was  probably  enough  a  visiting  relative  from  Melton 
Mowbray  who  may  have  been  able  to  assist  him,  for  the  Melton 
Rabans  were  apparently  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He 
survived  until  December,  1658.  Mr.  Edmond  ascertained  that 
Raban  was  twice  married,  but  of  his  descendants  he  discovered 
nothing  whatever,  and  the  absence  or  imperfection  of  contem- 
porary registers  renders  exact  information  impossible.  His 
patronymic  is  German,  as  he  owns  his  origin  to  have  been  :  his 
prename  Edward  belongs  to  England,  where  he  was  born,  is 
unknown  to  Germany,  and  in  Scotland  was  extremely  un- 
popular owing  to  the  Plantagenet  invasions  ;  in  the  Aberdeen  roll 
of  burgesses  it  occurs  only  nine  times  in  three  hundred  years  to 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Edward  Raban,  the 
Aberdeen  printer,  was  the  only  man  of  the  surname  that  Scotland 
had  ever  known.  Existing  records  prove  that  he  was  not 
childless,  and  my  researches  convince  me  that  his  wife  Janet 
Johnstone  bore  him  three  children  :  Edward,  probably  born  in  St. 
Andrews,    1621 — the  earliest  register  of  baptisms  there  begins 
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1625  ;  Constance,  born  in  Aberdeen,  January,  1624,  whose 
baptism  is  recorded  in  the  St.  Nicholas  register  ;  the  leaves  of 
the  same  register  from  1625  to  1628  are  missing,  and  the  birth 
of  a  second  son,  John,  is  not  recorded,  but  probably  occurred  late 
in  1626  or  early  in  1627  :  the  mother  died  before  iith  January, 
1627.  Ten  years  later  Raban  married  a  second  time  and  in 
the  same  year  revisited  the  Continent. 

Edward  Raban,  his  eldest  son,  reared,  educated,  and  made 
proficient  in  business  at  his  father's  press,  belongs  to  Bon-accord. 
My  study  inclines  me  to  believe  that  he  left  in  the  disastrous 
period  164 1 -1642  and  went  to  his  father's  friends  on  the 
Continent.  Martial  Millet,  the  historian  of  the  Orange  printers, 
says  that  he  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  after  leaving  his  home  went 
to  Geneva  and  Grenoble,  settling  in  Orange  in  1646.  Can  it  be 
a  mere  coincidence  that  his  father  served  in  the  great  European 
war  under  Maurice,  Prince  of  Orange,  for  ten  years  ?  The  earliest 
work  I  have  seen  from  his  press  is  a  history  of  the  city  of  Orange, 
prepared  by  himself  and  dedicated  to  its  civil  magistrates  in 
1656.  He  was  printer  to  the  City  and  University,  and  was  duly 
rewarded  for  his  dedication.  It  passed  through  many  editions. 
Another  work  for  which  he  was  specially  rewarded  is  a  history 
of  the  life  and  heroic  deeds  of  Frederick  Henry  of  Nassau,  Prince 
of  Orange.  But  he  also  had  trouble  to  endure.  In  1660  he 
removed  his  press  to  Nimes,  and  among  the  books  he  printed 
there  was  a  Commentary  on  the  Book  of  Psalms  by  Jean 
Bruguier,  a  Protestant  minister,  which  was  denounced  as  heretical 
by  the  authorities  of  the  Jesuit  College  Royale.  The  printer 
was  prosecuted  and  condemned  to  banishment  for  two  years,  to 
pay  a  fine  of  300  livres,  was  forbidden  to  e.xercise  his  profession, 
and  in  consequence  he  returned  to  Orange  in  1662.  Here  he 
abjured  Protestantism  and  printed  a  great  many  books,  being 
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celebrated  for  the  correctness  and  elegance  of  his  work.  He 
died  in  1685,  leaving  a  widow  who  continued  the  business  until 
1698,  when  she  died  at  Orange. 

Raban's  daughter  Constance  was  baptised  in  January,  1624, 
by  the  Rev.  James  Ross,  minister  of  the  East  Kirk  of  St. 
Nicholas,  and  the  names  of  her  godfathers  evidence  the  respect 
in  which  her  father  was  held.  They  were  Provost  Robert 
Johnstone,  Walter  Robertson,  town-clerk  depute,  Henry  Forbes, 
John  Tullidaff,  David  Melvin  and  Andrew  Strachan,  burgesses. 
She  married  Gavin  Milne,  who  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Guild 
on  January  20,  1648.  His  son  John,  on  leaving  Aberdeen, 
became  a  working  printer  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  married 
Mause  White  in  December,  1648,  and  he  has  not  been  traced 
further. 

I  have  made  a  good  many  additions  to  the  Raban  biblio- 
graphy, but  it  would  occupy  a  long  time  to  describe  them  even 
briefly.  Not  very  long  ago  an  esteemed  member  of  the  London 
Bibliographical  Society  sent  me  particulars  of  a  little  book  called 
"  The  Packman  s  Pater  Noster.  By  S.I.S.  Printed  at  Aberdeen 
by  Edward  Raban  for  David  Melvill,  1624,  pp.  20."  It  is  a 
satirical  poem  relating  a  controversial  dialogue  between  a  Pack- 
man and  a  Roman  priest.  After  I  had  adapted  the  collation  to 
my  own  method,  the  idea  that  the  poem  was  already  on  my  book- 
shelves beset  me.  It  was  so :  the  four  words  are  the  headlines 
of  the  reprint,  Edinburgh,  1847,  o^  " -"^  PicktootJi  for  the  Pope  or 
the  Packmans  Pater  Noster,  by  Sir  James  Sempill  of  Beltrees, 
newly  augmented  and  enlarged  by  his  son  Robert  Sempill."  The 
original  poem  contains  500  lines,  to  which  the  .son  added  371 
lines.  The  Renfrewshire  laird,  who  died  in  1625,  was  accustomed 
to  have  his  printing  done  by  Andro  Hart  at  Edinburgh,  and 
Raban's  edition  was  a  reprint  of  a  work  probably  first  printed 
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about  1618.  It  was  no  doubt  popular,  and  Melvill  had  it  printed 
by  Raban  to  meet  the  local  demand.  The  son's  edition  with 
altered  title  was  probably  first  printed  in  Edinburgh  about  1630. 
It  was  frequently  reprinted,  but  the  earliest  copy  available  for  the 
1847  reprint  is  dated  Edinburgh,  1669.  The  latest  addition  to 
my  Raban  list  is  a  broadside  Proclamation  of  June  13,  1646, 
which  illustrates  the  distracted  and  unhappy  condition  of  the 
country  described  by  John  Spalding.  It  was  presented  to  me  by 
Mr.  F.  S.  Ferguson  of  London,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  add  it  to 
the  local  collection  which  the  University  Librarian  has  had  the 
forethought  to  form  for  the  preservation  of  such  relics.  This  very 
afternoon  the  mail  brought  information  from  my  friend  Dr.  David 
Hay  Fleming,  the  historian,  of  a  hitherto  unknown  broadside 
printed  by  Raban  at  St.  Andrews,  newly  discovered  inserted  in  a 
book  bought  from  the  catalogue  of  an  English  bookseller,  and  I 
could  give  several  instances  of  similar  curious  discoveries. 

I  have  been  able  to  throw  only  a  little  more  light  than  John 
Philip  Edmond  did  upon  the  history  of  the  Rabans,  but  hope  it 
will  encourage  further  researches  in  England,  Holland,  Germany 
and  France,  which  are  certain  to  prove  fruitful  and  interesting. 
The  progress  of  the  art  of  printing,  brought  to  this  city  three 
hundred  years  ago,  and  of  the  educational,  intellectual  and 
commercial  interests  which  it  fosters  and  promotes,  has  not  been 
surpassed  in  any  other  place  of  parallel  proportions,  and  the 
members  of  the  Master  Printers'  Guild  do  themselves  honour  by 
erecting  a  Memorial  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Kirk,  where  he  worshipped, 
to  the  memory  of  Edward  Raban,  "  Laird  of  Letters,  the  first  in 
Aberdeen." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone's  paper,  the  chair- 
man asked  the  company  to  pledge  "The  Memory  of  Edward 
Raban."     This  was  done  in  very  impressive  silence. 
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'*  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Printing/' 

Mr.  P.  J.  x\nderson,  in  proposing  the  toast  "  The  Art  and  Craft 
of  Printing,"  said  that  there  was  perhaps  a  certain  appropriateness 
in  the  toast  being  proposed  by  a  Librarian,  for  if  he  had  a  spark 
of  gratitude  in  his  nature  he  must  recognise  as  a  fitting  object  for 
it  the  art  and  craft  to  which  in  a  sense  he  owed  his  very  existence. 
The  orthodox  method  of  deahng  with  the  subject  of  the  toast 
would  be  to  begin  with  the  genesis  of  printing  in  China,  and  its 
progress  through  Mainz  and  Strasburg  to  Rome,  Venice,  Basel, 
Paris,  and  London,  and  thence  through  Edinburgh  to  Aberdeen : 
to  recall  the  great  names  of  Schoeffer  and  Caxton,  of  Aldus, 
Jenson,  Badius  Ascensius,  of  our  own  Chepman  and  Myllar :  to 
lay  stress  on  the  essential  difference  between  an  art  and  a  craft : 
and  to  point  out  the  many  advantages  that  arose  from  the  alliance 
of  the  artist  and  the  craftsman.  But  such  matters  would  be  more 
familiar  to  his  hearers  than  to  the  speaker,  who  would  confine 
himself  to  some  disconnected  impressions  of  printing  as  it  had 
influenced  himself 

He  had  had  intimate  relations  with  many  master  printers, 
who  were  a  patient  and  courteous  people.  It  might  be  that  the 
weak  in  these  virtues  were  soon  killed  out  by  the  strain  of  illeg- 
ible writing,  querulous  authors,  and  dilatory  suppliers  of  "copy." 
The  most  pleasurable  emotion  he  had  ever  experienced  was  when 
he  received  his  first  proof-sheet  at  the  age  of  i6 — an  immature 
attempt  at  philatelic  criticism  in  all  the  glory  of  print.  In 
recent  times  he  had  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  economic 
aspect  of  printing.  Male  employees  were  insisting  on  female 
colleagues  getting  a  higher  rate  of  wages  than  their  powers  of 
work  fairly  entitled  them  to — seemingly  a  noble,  unselfish  attitude, 
due  to  the  refining  influence  of  the  gentle  art  and  craft  of  printing, 
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but  in  reality  an  illustration  of  the  artful  and  crafty  printer,  who 
wanted  to  make  it  impossible  to  continue  to  employ  female  labour 
at  all.  Thus  did  the  economic  problems  of  the  hour  tend  to  dispel 
the  fond  illusions  of  yesterday,  just  as  they  hampered  the  intel- 
lect of  the  country,  which  no  longer  found  its  wonted  free  ex- 
pression through  the  medium  of  the  printed  book. 

He  was  tempted  to  picture  a  future  when  printers  had  dis- 
appeared altogether,  and  where,  through  the  advance  of  science, 
authors  could  impress  their  thoughts  on  paper  by  the  mere 
operation  of  looking  at  it,  and  thus  escape  the  crafty  ways  of  the 
printer.  But,  after  all,  what  cold,  mechanical  process  of  flawless 
interpretation — however  cheap  and  however  perfect — could  ever 
take  ^he  place  of  the  genial,  human  relationship  which  made  their 
master  printer  a  friend  indeed  ?  Doctors  might  perish  out  of  the 
land  when  science  had  made  the  physical  frame  immune  to  all 
disease ;  lawyers  might  cease  from  troubling  when  peace  had 
become  full-grown  ;  the  clergy  might  be  no  longer  necessary  when 
they  were  all  at  one  among  themselves  ;  but  so  long  as  man  had 
ideas  and  wished  to  transmit  them,  so  long  would  he  come  as 
suppliant  to  the  master  printer,  begging  for  a  continuance  of  his 
beneficent  work. 

The  toast  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  John  Milne,  of  The  Central 
Press,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  President 
of  the  Scottish  Alliance  of  Master  Printers, 

Mr.  Milne  said  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Anderson  that  printers 
were  a  gentle  race — they  had  to  be.  There  was  a  note  of  sadness 
in  their  gathering,  from  the  fact  that  the  prime  mover  in  the 
movement  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Edward  Raban,  the  late 
Mr.  William  Smith,  of  The  Bon-Accord  Press,  had  not  lived  to 
see  the  dream  of  his  life  realised.     They  were  all  deeply  sorry 
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that  he  was  not  there  to  share  in  the  celebrations,  but  they  were 
pleased  to  see  his  son  James  present  representing  that  fine  old 
family.  The  late  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
printers  Scotland  ever  produced.  His  work  was  beautifully 
simple,  and  for  that  reason  was  simply  beautiful.  They  were 
glad  to  see  that  his  son  James  had  inherited  his  father's  artistic 
tastes.  He  said  quite  boldly,  even  in  the  presence  of  some  of 
those  "  puir  bodies "  from  Edinburgh  and  Dundee,  that  Aber- 
deen was  second  to  none  as  a  centre  of  printing.  It  might 
be  because  of  the  school  education  they  got,  or  again  it  might 
be  because  they  kept  strictly  to  water  from  the  Dee — but  they 
were  singularly  fortunate  in  Aberdeen  in  having  men  of  a  high 
type  of  intelligence  in  their  service.  The  Education  Authority 
afforded  them  every  facility  for  educating  the  young  lads  in  the 
evenings,  and  he  predicted  that  the  craft  of  printing  in  Aber- 
deen would  always  maintain  a  very  fine  position. 

^^The  City  of  Aberdeen." 

Mr.  W.  B.  Blaikie,  LL.D.,  Edinburgh,  was  most  interestingly 
reminiscent  in  proposing  the  toast,  "The  City  of  Aberdeen." 
He  wondered  if  Aberdonians  realised  what  a  beautiful  city  it  was. 
There  was  nothing  he  knew  to  match  what  he  had  seen  in 
Aberdeen  when  sunset  was  approaching.  When  the  sun  was 
shining  from  the  west  on  the  towers  of  Marischal  College  and  on 
the  spire  of  St.  Nicholas  and  even  on  the  grey,  solid  buildings  of 
Union  Street,  it  seemed  to  bring  out  a  silvery  sheen,  and  he  did 
not  believe  there  was  a  place  in  the  world  that  looked  so  like  a 
fairy  city.  He  did  not  think  many  Aberdonians  appreciated 
the  fact ;  it  needed  a  stranger  to  do  that.  He  supposed  he  had 
been  asked  to  propose  this  toast  because  he  had  some  hereditary 
connection  with  their  fair  and  brave  cit)-.      That  was  true.      His 
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father  was  born  and  brought  up  in  Aberdeen,  and  was  educated 
at  the  Grammar  School,  being  one  of  old  Melvin's  favourite  duxes. 
He  was  an  alumnus  of  both  Marischal  and  King's  Colleges,  a 
graduate  of  Marischal  College,  and  an  honorary  graduate  of  the 
present  University.  It  was  probably  not  so  much  to  his  father 
that  he  owed  the  privilege  of  proposing  that  toast,  as  to  his 
grandfather,  who  was  at  one  time  Lord  Provost  of  the  cit)-.  But 
his  hereditary  connection  with  Aberdeen  began  a  great  deal 
earlier  than  that.  Reference  had  already  been  made  to  the  two 
Gardens — the  Jacobite  minister  of  St.  Nicholas  and  the  Jacobite 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  King's  College.  He  was  told  he  was 
descended  from  their  brother,  so  that  he  might  claim  those  two 
Gardens  as  uncles,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  "greats"  in 
front. 

It  was  in  1833  that  his  grandfather  began  to  arrange  for  the 
rebuilding  of  Marischal  College,  and  by  1836  money  sufficient 
had  been  collected  to  begin  building.  He  was  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  laying  the  foundation  stone,  but  while  walking  along 
the  street,  at  the  door  of  the  City  Chambers,  he  suddenly  staggered 
and  fell  dead  in  the  arms  of  Mr.  Allardyce.  He  (Dr.  Blaikie) 
had  felt  that  day  a  certain  amount  of  emotion  when  he  entered 
the  Aberdeen  Town  Hall.  He  had  found  in  the  vestibule  a 
statue  of  his  grandfather  by  the  great  Aberdeen  sculptor,  Sir  John 
Steell,  the  first  marble  statue  ever  made  in  Scotland  ;  in  an  upper 
room  he  found  his  grandfather's  portrait,  painted  by  John  Phillip, 
also  an  Absrdonian  and  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  Scottish 
painters.  He  felt  he  had  a  right  to  be  proud  of  his  Aberdeen 
ancestry. 

He  reminded  the  company  of  Aberdeen's  connection  with  the 
royal  Stewarts,  and  the  introduction  of  printing  into  Scotland. 
James   III.   had  always   seemed   to   him   to  have  been  a  much 
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under-rated  man.  He  it  was  who  revived  architecture  in  Scotland 
and  introduced  the  love  of  Church  music  and  the  fine  arts  into 
Scotland.  He  searched  out  good  men  and  put  them  in  suitable 
positions.  One  of  these  eminent  men  was  William  Elphinstone, 
whom  he  made  Bishop  of  Aberdeen.  It  was  largely  owing  to 
the  exertions  of  Bishop  Elphinstone  that  James  IV.  introduced 
printing  into  Scotland.  Although  it  was  actually  printed  in 
Edinburgh,  the  first  book  ever  printed  in  Scotland  was  the 
Aberdeen  Breviary  of  Bishop  Elphinstone. 

Dr.  Blaikie  then  referred  to  the  history  of  Aberdeen  printing, 
and  dwelt  in  detail  on  the  career  of  the  noted  printer  James 
Chalmers,  in  whose  office  Burns  was  met  by  the  son  of  "  Tulloch- 
gorum,"  who  wrote  a  poem  on  the  event.  In  1748  Chalmers  had 
begun  printing  the  oldest  newspaper  that  existed  in  the  country 
to-day,  the  Aberdeen  Journal,  which  he  noticed  that  day  had  issued 
its  21,051st  number.  That  paper  was  ']6  years  older  than  the 
Scotsman,  36  years  older  than  the  Glasgow  Herald,  55  years  older 
than  the  Dundee  Advertiser,  42  years  older  than  The  Times,  and 
26  years  older  than  the  Morning  Post,  the  oldest  surviving 
London  newspaper.  The  Journal  might  be  taken  as  typical  of 
Aberdeen  instincts  and  traditions — a  symbol  of  conservative 
progress,  ever  keeping  what  was  good. 

Coming  to  recent  local  events.  Dr.  Blaikie  said  it  was  gratify- 
ing in  these  days  that,  under  the  present  Lord  Provost,  Aberdeen 
had  acquired  the  estate  of  Hazlehead  as  a  public  park.  Statues 
might  be  destroyed,  pictures  might  be  removed,  books  might 
be  forgotten,  laid  away  in  the  shelves  of  the  library,  but  Hazle- 
head was  a  spot  of  beauty  that  would  delight  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen  for  all  time  and  would  immortalize  the  memory  of 
Lord  Provost  Meff 
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Lord  Provost  Meff,  who  replied  to  the  toast,  said  it  was  very 
pleasing  to  him,  an  Aberdonian  born  and  bred,  to  hear  Dr.  Blaikie 
speak  of  their  city  as  he  had  done.  It  had  been  his  pleasure  and 
privilege  to  see  most  of  the  important  cities,  not  only  in  their  own 
country,  but  also  on  the  Continent,  and  even  further  afield.  When 
they  visited  those  cities  they  admired  them  for  their  architecture, 
their  old  cathedrals,  their  beautiful,  wide  streets,  and  some 
Aberdonians  came  back  disappointed  with  their  own  city.  But 
in  visiting  the  cities  he  had  referred  to,  they  got  simply  a  surface 
view  of  them.  They  never  thought  of  inquiring  as  to  their  water 
supply,  sewerage,  or  slum  properties,  and  they  came  back  with 
the  idea  that  many  of  those  cities  were  superior  to  our  own.  His 
experience  was  that  the  further  he  travelled,  the  greater  the  ap- 
preciation he  had  of  his  own  town.  He  did  not  know  a  city  more 
beautiful  than  Aberdeen,  or  more  up  to  date,  when  they  took  into 
consideration  the  beautiful  sanitation,  the  fine  water  supply,  and 
their  electric  system,  which  made  their  city  one  to  be  proud  of 
and  to  be  very  grateful  for.  He  was  not  going  to  take  any  risks  in 
speaking  of  the  city  in  the  presence  of  men  who  knew  its  history 
better  than  he  did,  but  he  did  not  know  a  city  that  had  improved 
so  much  within  the  last  40  years  as  the  city  of  Aberdeen ;  he 
only  regretted  that  he  occupied  the  position  he  did  occupy  when 
they  were  having  such  critical  times,  with  high  taxation  and 
scarcity  of  money.  Otherwise  he  would  have  done  all  that  he 
possibly  could  to  have  Belmont  Street  demolished  and  the  east 
side  of  the  Denburn  valley  laid  out.  It  was  an  eyesore  to  the  city, 
and  the  sooner  that  was  carried  out,  the  more  highly  it  would  be 
appreciated  by  the  community  and  by  those  who  came  to  the  city. 

One  of  the  oldest  industries  they  had  in  connection  with 
Aberdeen  was  the  fishing  industry.  But  they  had  learned  that 
printing  was  introduced  into  Aberdeen  long  before  shipbuilding, 
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engineering,  paper  works,  granite  works,  and  many  of  the  other 
industries  of  which  they  were  proud.  It  was  gratifying  to  learn 
that  Aberdeen  had  been  able  to  hold  its  own  as  a  printing  centre, 
and  he  hoped  that  every  prosperity  would  attend  the  Aberdeen 
printers,  and  that  they  would  maintain  the  high  reputation  they 
had  gained  for  themselves, 

' '  The  University  of  Aberdeen/' 

Mr.  G.  M.  Fraser  gave  the  toast,  "  The  University  of  Aberdeen." 
He  said  : — 

"Gentlemen — I  am  asked  to  propose  to  you  the  toast  of 
'The  University  of  Aberdeen.'  The  Master  Printers'  Guild,  in 
arranging  these  most  interesting  proceedings,  must  have  wished 
this  toast  to  be  presented  by  someone  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  University,  and  for  this  very  good  reason,  I  am  sure,  to  show 
that  there  is  no  thinking  person  in  Aberdeen,  of  any  degree,  who 
is  not  proud  of  the  University.  We  are  all  proud  of  it — proud 
of  its  buildings,  old  and  new,  proud  of  its  long  history,  but  most 
of  all  proud  of  the  enlightening,  beneficent  work  that  the  University 
increasingly  continues  to  do  in  every  sphere  of  higher  educational 
life,  and  not  for  the  advantage  of  the  North  of  Scotland  merely, 
but  for  the  world. 

"  I  have  the  privilege  of  associating  with  this  toast  the  name 
of  one  whom  we  delight  to  honour — the  Principal  of  the 
University.  Principal  Sir  George  Adam  Smith,  like  the  Lord 
Provost,  is  a  public  possession  of  the  whole  community — loved, 
and  revered,  and  honoured  by  us  all.  Even  in  his  presence  one 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  in  a  word,  how  that  is  so.  We 
honour  him  for  his  scholarship — known  throughout  Christendom  ; 
and  I  should  like  to  mention  one  small  illustration  of  that  which 
the  Principal  has  not  heard  before.      In  the  Great  War,  my  son 
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happened  to  be  Medical  Officer  to  the  Kensingtons,  the  regiment 
that  led  the  advance  on  Jerusalem  in  the  brilliant  Palestine 
cami)aign,  and,  through  battle,  first  reached  the  city.  He  wrote 
me  at  the  time  that,  on  going  off  duty,  one  of  the  first  places  he 
visited  in  Jerusalem  was  a  book-shop,  to  get  a  good  guidebook, 
and  the  first  book  that  he  handled  was  the  '  Topography,  Eco- 
nomics, and  History  of  Jerusalem,'  by  George  Adam  Smith. 
The  bookseller  assured  him — not  having  any  idea  that  he  was 
speaking  to  a  student  and  fellow-townsman  of  the  author — that  it 
was  the  best  book  that  ever  was  written  on  Jerusalem,  and  that 
it  was  usually  the  first  book  asked  for  by  educated  foreign  visitors 
to  the  city.  But  we  honour  Sir  George  Adam  Smith  for  more 
than  his  scholarship.  We  honour  him  for  his  constant — and 
eloquent — advocacy  of  all  right  things,  and  for  the  willingness 
that  he  shows,  and  the  joy  that  he  evidently  feels,  in  working  for 
the  highest  interests  of  the  City,  as  well  as  of  the  University,  of 
Aberdeen. 

"  I  give  you  the  toast  of  The  University,  and  The  Principal." 

Principal  Sir  George  Adam  Smith,  acknowledging  the  toast, 
said  there  were  two  controversial  matters  which,  if  it  had  not  been 
so  late,  he  would  have  liked,  with  the  pugnacity  of  a  Scot,  to  have 
referred  to.  The  first  was  the  question  whether  the  University 
or  the  City  had  the  credit  of  having  brought  the  pioneer  of 
printing  to  Aberdeen.  But  so  far  as  he  could  gather  from  his 
reading — and  he  owed  it  to  Mr.  Anderson — honours  were  easy  in 
that  matter,  because  in  that  year  of  grace  1622  there  was  the 
same  harmony  between  the  University  and  the  Town  Council  as, 
happily,  existed  at  the  present  day.  The  other  matter  was 
a  more  delicate  and  touchy  one.  All  he  was  going  to  say  was 
this — that  if  the  University  of  Aberdeen  was  drawn,  at  any  time 
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in  the  next  few  years,  into  bankruptcy,  it  would  be  through  its 
printing  bills.  He  knew  too  much  about  the  art  and  craft  to  blame 
the  master  printers  with  regard  to  that,  but  he  did  feel,  as  a 
customer  of  the  printing  trade  in  Aberdeen,  that  they  had  arrived 
at  a  very  critical  state  of  affairs,  and  that  unless  costs  came  down — 
whoever  were  to  blame  for  the  height  of  them  at  present — there 
would  be  a  very  large  departure  of  custom  from  the  printing 
press  in  this  country  within  the  next  few  years,  if  not  months. 
That  crisis  was  not  a  crisis  of  this  country  alone.  In  April  of 
last  year  he  received  a  notice  from  the  management  of  an 
American  periodical,  to  which  he  had  contributed  for  many  years, 
to  the  effect  that  their  April  number  would  be  delayed  for  some 
months  in  reaching  him,  because  they  were  unable  any  longer  to 
print  it  in  the  United  States,  and  had  to  resort  to,  of  all  countries, 
Germany.  The  April  number  of  last  year  reached  him  only  in 
January  of  this  year,  from  Leipzic  with — insult  added  to  injury — 
a  German  stamp  on  the  envelope  in  which  it  was  contained. 
These  facts,  both  with  regard  to  this  country  and  America,  raised 
very  serious  reflections. 

He  thanked  the  mover  of  the  toast  for  his  references  both  to 
the  University  and  to  himself.  With  regard  to  himself,  he  did 
not  feel  altogether  that  they  were  deserved,  but  with  regard  to 
the  University  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  there  was  no 
university  in  the  whole  world  of  which  anybody  connected  with 
its  administration  might  be  more  proud.  They  were  turning  out — 
as  Sir  Arthur  Keith  emphasized  that  day  in  the  course  of  his 
lecture — they  were  turning  out  brains,  not  for  Aberdeen  or 
Aberdeenshire,  or  the  north  of  Scotland,  or  Scotland  itself 
alone,  but  for  the  whole  world,  and  it  was  an  intense  source  of 
gratification  to  him,  to  the  old  man  he  was  now  becoming,  and 
a  new  inspiration   from   week   to  week,  to  learn  of  what  their 
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graduates  were  doing  in  all  the  continents  of  the  world.  And 
their  loyalty  to  their  old  University — their  affection  for  it — was 
another  inspiration  which  he  could  not  overvalue.  He  did  not 
believe  there  was  a  university  in  the  whole  world  whose  graduates 
were  serving  the  communities  in  which  they  dwelt  with  greater 
ability,  and  looking  back  with  deeper  affection  or  more  generous 
gratitude  to  their  Alma  Mater,  than  the  graduates  of  Aberdeen 
University. 

The  health  of  the  Chairman  was  pledged  on  the  call  of  Mr. 
George  Duncan,  chairman  of  the  Aberdeen  Education  Authority, 
and  Mr.  Sutherland  acknowledged  the  honour. 
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As  the  concluding  stage  in  the  celebration  of  the  tercentenary 
of  the  introduction  of  printing  into  Aberdeen,  a  granite  memorial 
tablet  to  Edward  Raban,  designed  by  Dr.  William  Kelly,  A.R.S.A., 
and  erected  in  the  South  Transept  of  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas 
(Drum's  Aisle),  was  unveiled  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  17th 
June,  1922.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  the  Master  Printers' 
Guild  and  of  other  members  of  the  printing  trade,  and  among  a 
considerable  number  of  interested  visitors  were  Lady  Adam  Smith, 
Dr.  W.  B.  Blaikie,  Edinburgh;  Dr.  J.  M.  Bulloch,  London; 
Mr.  F.  S.  Ferguson,  London ;  Dr.  William  Kelly,  Mr.  J.  F, 
Kellas  Johnstone,  Mr.  P.  J.  Anderson,  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Fraser. 
Mr.  Theodore  Watt,  M.A.,  of  The  Rosemount  Press,  presided, 
and  was  accompanied  by  Sir  George  Adam  Smith,  Principal 
of  the  University  of  Aberdeen ;  Rev.  Dr.  George  Walker, 
minister  of  the  East  Parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  Rev,  A.  W. 
Scudamore  F'orbes,  minister  of  the  West  Parish  of  St.  Nicholas. 
The  Chairman's  party  met  in  St.  Mary's  Chapel,  and  in  full 
academic  dress  entered  Drum's  Aisle  by  way  of  the  East  Parish 
Church.  The  Aisle  was  specially  seated  for  the  occasion,  and 
its  subdued  light  added  not  a  little  to  the  impressiveness  of 
the  ceremony. 

Mr.  Theodore  Watt. 

Mr.  Watt  said  they  had  met  to  do  honour  to  the  memory  of 
one  whom  the  author  of  The  Book  of  Bo7i-Accoi'd  happily  designated 
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TO  PERPETUATE  THE  MEMORY  OF 

EDWARD   RABAN 

MASTER   PRINTER 

THE  FIRST  IN  ABERDEEN 

Printer  to  the  City  and  both 
Universities  of  Aberdeen 
from  i6'22.when  he  set  irp  his  Press 
in  rheC.^stlegate  ar  the  Sign  of  tlie 
Town's  Arms,  until  9Jaiui<iry  ibw 
who  died  in  December  1658.  and 
was  buried  neartheWcstWall  of 
the  Churchyard  of  StNicholas. 

THIS  TABLETWAS  PLACED  HERE 
15YTHE  GUILD  OF  MASTER  PRINTERS 
IN    ABERDEEN- AD-  MCMXXn- 
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'The  Caxton  of  Aberdeen."  It  was  in  that  month,  exactly  300 
years  ago,  that  the  first  printing-press  in  the  city  was  set  up  in 
the  Castlegate  by  Edward  Raban,  and  to  commemorate  that 
important  event  in  their  local  annals,  and  to  perpetuate  the  name 
of  Aberdeen's  first  printer,  it  had  seemed  appropriate  to  those 
who  now  succeeded  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  craft,  to  place 
within  those  hallowed  walls  a  visible  memorial.  The  proposal  to 
erect  such  a  memorial  was  made  some  five  years  ago  by  the  late 
Mr.  William  Smith  of  The  Bon-Accord  Press,  himself  a  pastmaster 
of  the  craft,  and  a  life-long  admirer  of  Raban  and  his  work.  The 
suggestion,  when  brought  before  the  Aberdeen  Guild  of  Master 
Printers,  met  with  hearty  approval,  but  after  careful  investigation 
and  consideration  it  was  deemed  wise  not  to  proceed  with  the 
memorial  at  once,  but  to  postpone  its  erection  until  then,  in  order 
that  it  might  also  serve  to  mark  the  tercentenary  of  the  intro- 
duction of  printing  into  the  burgh. 

Mr.  Smith  had  been  made  Convener  of  the  Committee  specially 
appointed  to  carry  out  his  proposal,  and  although  long  past  the 
three  score  years  and  ten,  he  had  entered  into  the  work  with 
wonderful  zest.  Although  he  was  obviously  failing  in  strength, 
they  had  all  hoped  that  he  would  live  to  see  the  completion  of 
the  project  which  he  had  so  much  at  heart.  But  it  was  not  to  be. 
He  passed  away  after  a  brief  illness  at  the  end  of  last  November. 
He  had,  however,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  design  and 
inscription  of  the  tablet  finally  approved,  and  it  was  a  rather 
touching  coincidence  that  the  same  newspapers  which  announced 
his  death,  announced  also  the  sanctioning  by  the  Town  Council 
of  the  erection  of  the  memorial  in  that  transept  of  the  ancient 
Parish  Church  of  St.  Nicholas. 

It  was  as  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  as  his  successor  in 
directing  the  movement,  that  he  had  the  honour  to  preside  at 
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that  day's  ceremony.  In  carrying  out  Mr.  Smith's  proposal, 
the  Committee  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  enlist  the  sympathy 
and  secure  the  expert  services  of  Dr.  William  Kelly.  He 
had,  as  was  his  wont,  taken  infinite  pains  with  every  detail, 
and  when  the  tablet  was  unveiled,  he  was  sure  there  would  be  but 
one  opinion  as  to  the  way  in  which  Dr.  Kelly  had  carried  out 
what  had  really  been  a  labour  of  love.  Edward  Raban,  when  he 
set  up  his  press  in  the  Castlegate,  was  appointed  printer  to  the 
City  and  to  the  two  Universities  which  Aberdeen  at  that  time 
contained.  It  was  singularly  appropriate,  therefore,  that  they 
should  be  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  Principal  of  the  United 
University,  who  had  kindly  consented  to  unveil  the  memorial. 

Sir  George  Adam  Smith. 

Principal  Sir  George  Adam  Smith,  after  unveiling  the 
memorial  while  the  company  reverently  stood,  said  that  monu- 
ment to  Edward  Raban,  Aberdeen's  first  printer,  whether  to  the 
University  or  the  City,  had  been  erected  at  a  most  appropriate 
time,  being  the  tercentenary  of  his  arrival  in  the  City  in  June, 
1622,  and  of  the  first  issues  from  his  Aberdeen  press,  and  on  a 
very  proper  site,  being  as  near  as  possible  to  that  of  his  burial 
by  the  "West  Dyke"  of  St.  Nicholas  Churchyard  on  6th  December, 
1658.  Commemorations  like  the  one  now  culminating  had  a 
value  for  their  life  which  could  not  be  over-estimated.  In  the  first 
place,  they  formed  the  occasion  of  a  liberal  education  for  all  the 
citizens  in  one  or  other  of  the  periods  of  the  history  of  their  City — 
that  rich  past  by  the  strength  of  whose  virtues  and  energies  their 
own  generation  had  been  rendered  free  and  able  to  pursue  its  own 
stage  in  the  progress  of  the  arts,  crafts  and  sciences.  He  did  not 
remember  when  such  an  occasion  had  been  more  liberally  met  than 
during   that   week.       First    there  had   been   their  two  journals, 
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which  were  always  ready  to  prepare  them  for  such  functions, 
though  in  so  fully  doing  so,  they  sometimes  made  them  un- 
comfortable by  their  zealous  anticipations  of  what  they  wanted  to 
say  themselves.  Their  articles  had  been  most  informing.  Next 
there  had  been  the  learned  essay  by  Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone,  and 
the  inspiring  and  instructive  speeches  which  many  of  them  enjoyed 
the  previous  evening,  and  which  all  the  world,  thanks  again  to  their 
journals,  might  read  that  day.  The  topographical  setting  of  the 
scene  had  been  put  before  them — the  primitive  quay  or  waterside 
at  which  Raban  arrived  with  his  equipment  from  St.  Andrews  ;  the 
Town  House;  the  Colleges  of  King's  and  Marischal ;  "  the  Grammar, 
the  Music  and  the  Inglisch  Scholes  "  ;  the  "  Meill  Mercat "  with  the 
two-storeyed  house  "above"  it,  assigned  to  Raban  by  the  town  ; 
the  Broadgate  and  the  Castlegate,  and  the  Church  and  Graveyard 
of  St.  Nicholas.  Those  all  stood  out  again  to  their  refreshed 
imagination.  The  figures  on  the  stage,  though  also  visible,  were 
somewhat  dimmer — all  at  least  except  one,  and  that  not  Raban 
himself,  for,  as  Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone  the  previous  night  fitly 
expressed  it,  he  was  a  somewhat  elusive  figure.  The  one  he  meant 
was  the  great  Bishop  of  his  day,  and  the  second  greatest  Chancellor 
the  University  and  King's  College  ever  had — Patrick  Forbes,  to 
whom  had  been  very  safely  ascribed  a  great — if  not  the  greatest — 
part  in  the  introduction  to  Aberdeen  of  her  first  printer.  As  one 
of  his  contemporaries  put  it,  "  Our  Bishop,  when  he  perceived  the 
printing-press  to  be  a  nursery  of  the  Library,  fetched  hither  as  if 
from  heaven,  the  art  of  printing,  an  art  divine  and  worthy  the 
brain  of  Jupiter  (which  never  before  had  greeted  the  forests  of 
Caledonia  and  the  Grampian  mountains) :  and  by  this  privilege 
our  Academy  is  exalted  above  all  others  in  this  countr}-.  For  not 
only  are  Books  issued  here  which  are  useful  to  all  Scholars  ;  but 
also  those  which,  while  they  have  talent,  are  a  distinction  to  our 
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schools  and  to  their  rectors  :  and  that  in  a  splendour  of  Type,  vvhich 
can  bear  the  light  of  the  most  illustrious  Regions." 

But  if  the  individual  figures  on  the  stage  were  dim,  how  clearly 
had  that  commemoration  revealed  the  spirit  which  moved  them 
and  their  energies  !  There  was  evident,  for  instance,  that  to 
which  he  had  alluded  the  previous  night — the  happy  co-operation 
between  the  City  and  the  University  which  had  almost  constantly 
prevailed  over  the  four  centuries  of  their  common  history — that 
happy  co-operation  in  promoting  the  intellectual  and  spiritual 
interests  of  the  community.  Another  characteristic  of  Aberdeen 
had  been  recalled  by  that  tercentenary  of  the  coming  of  the 
Englishman  Raban.  The  previous  day  Sir  Arthur  Keith  spoke 
justly  of  Aberdeen's  export  of  brains — educated  and  trained 
brains — to  all  parts  of  the  world.  But  equally  characteristic  of 
the  City  and  the  University  had  been  their  enterprise  in  the 
import  of  brains — the  welcome  and  the  hospitality  which  they 
had  given  with  admirable  discrimination  and  foresight  to  profit- 
able artists  and  craftsmen,  scholars  and  preachers,  from  the  south. 
Elphinstone  himself  was  an  example  ;  Boece,  the  first  Principal 
of  King's,  and  his  brother  were  two  more  ;  Raban  another  ;  and 
so  on,  now  and  then,  till  recent  times  when,  to  name  only  the 
dead,  there  had  been  Laurence  Brown,  Sir  John  Struthers,  William 
Milligan,  and  John  Dove  Wilson. 

Why  Raban  left  the  capital  for  St.  Andrews  and  Aberdeen, 
seemed  to  be  unknown.  Aberdonians  could  only  applaud  and 
congratulate  themselves  on  his  preference.  And  indeed  it  was  to 
a  notable  society  of  intellects  that  Raban  came,  for  under  Patrick 
Forbes  the  Aberdeen  doctors  had  arisen ;  there  was  not  one,  but 
two  Universities  ;  and  the  town  was  amongst  the  most  flourishing 
of  the  period  in  Scotland.  Again,  how  like  the  times  were  to  their 
own.     It  was  startling  to  them,  for  instance,  to  be  told  that  Raban 
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had  fought  in  Flanders  before  settling  to  his  craft  in  Scotland. 
From  their  present  experience  of  the  powers  of  initiative  and 
organisation  which  so  many  of  their  youths  had  returned  with 
from  the  Great  War,  they  could  see  how  much  of  his  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  his  genius  in  accommodating  his  work  to  new 
conditions  might  have  been  developed  by  his  campaigning  in  that 
battlefield  of  Europe. 

And  then  there  was  the  state  of  war  through  which,  in  his 
later  life,  the  whole  city  and  country  passed,  in  the  forties  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone  had  kindly  shown 
him  the  broadsheet  printed  by  Raban  in  Aberdeen  on  13th  June, 
1646  [which  the  Principal  read] — a  proclamation  issued  by  the 
Committee  of  War  within  the  Sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen.  It  was 
not  a  foreign  war,  but  a  civil  war,  reminding  them  that  their  country 
of  Scotland  was  torn  by  passions — political  and  religious — as 
grievous  as  those  which  now  distracted  the  sister  country, 
Ireland,  from  which  they  all  prayed  that  the  latter  country 
might  have  issue  as  prosperous  and  as  peaceful  as  their  own 
had  had. 

But  while  the  education  which  such  commemorations  as  that 
gave  to  them  all  was  historical,  their  chief  value  lay  in  their 
power  of  ennobling  and  inspiring  the  routine  of  their  common  life, 
along  whatever  branch  of  it  they  had  been  called  to  labour.  Every 
one  of  them  had  a  more  or  less  commonplace  routine  of  work  to 
follow,  which  sometimes  they  called  drudgery.  There  was  not 
one  of  these  many  callings  but  had  a  noble  heritage  of  memories 
behind  it.  The  saints  and  heroes  were  at  the  start  of  them  all, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  great  inspirations  of  commemorations  such 
as  that,  that  they  carried  them  back  to  the  power  of  the  individual, 
to  the  power  of  the  single  genius  or  intellect  or  character,  to  whose 
foresight  and  energy  their  beginnings  were  due. 
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Rev.  Dr.  George  Walker. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  Walker,  East  Parish  Church  of  St. 
Nicholas,  offered  the  Prayer  of  Dedication  : — 

"  O  God,  the  Father  of  Lights,  from  whom  cometh  ev^ery  good 
and  perfect  gift,  we  give  Thee  thanks  for  all  Thy  goodness  both 
temporal  and  spiritual,  especially  that  Thou  hast  made  known 
to  us  the  way  of  Life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  We  also 
praise  Thee  for  the  light  of  secular  knowledge  which  of  old 
Thou  didst  kindle  in  this  land,  and  which  during  the  ages  past 
Thou  hast  made  to  shine  with  growing  brightness,  dispelling  the 
darkness  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  enlightening  men's 
minds  by  the  increasing  manifestation  of  the  Truth.  We  offer 
to  Thee  our  grateful  thanks  for  the  gifts  and  genius  of  all  those 
who  have  laid  the  foundations  of  the  Temple  of  our  modern 
science  and  insight,  and  for  those  who  have  been  wise  master- 
builders  in  the  same.  We  likewise  remember  with  gratitude 
those  by  whose  manual  skill  and  toil  the  thoughts  of  the 
learned,  and  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  have  been 
preserved  and  diffused  among  mankind  on  the  printed  page,  by 
whose  art  the  goodly  heritage  of  enlightenment  and  erudition 
has  been  made  free  and  open  to  all,  so  that  wisdom  and 
knowledge  might  be  the  stability  of  our  times.  Let  Thy  blessing 
rest  abundantly  on  them  in  their  vocation,  that  they  by  their 
labours  may  continually  fulfil  Thy  command,  Let  there  be  light. 

"  And  here  we  reverently  commemorate  before  Thee  one 
who  in  past  and  early  days  served  Thee  and  his  fellow-men  in 
this  honourable  calling  in  this  City.  To  Thy  glory  and  as  a 
memorial  of  his  work  and  worth,  of  his  courage  and  success,  we 
dedicate  this  monument  on  these  sacred  walls,  that  his  industry 
and  fidelity  in   the  cause  of  truth  and  progress  may  not  sink 
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into  forgetfulness,  but  may  be  remembered  as  an  abiding  land- 
mark, and  an  encouragement  in  well-doing,  by  us  and  by  those 
who  shall  follow  us  in  the  time  to  come. 

"Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost; 
as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be.     Amen." 

After  the  prayer,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker  briefly  addressed  the 
company.  He  gave  voice  to  the  approval  and  appreciation  on 
the  part  of  the  Public  of  Aberdeen  of  the  action  of  the  Master 
Printers  in  placing  there  so  fitting  a  memorial  of  one  who 
deserved  this  honour  at  their  hands.  He  desired  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  example  set 
by  the  Master  Printers  was  one  which  might  with  advantage  be 
followed  by  other  public-spirited  bodies  and  individuals.  He 
ventured  to  point  out — not  for  the  first  time — that  on  the  walls 
of  these  stately  transepts  of  St.  Nicholas  there  was  ample  room 
for  similar  tablets  commemorative  of  the  names  and  life-work  of 
those  who  had  made  the  City  what  it  was.  It  was  not  his  prov- 
ince to  suggest  what  names  might  most  appropriately  find  there 
a  place.  The  past  annals  of  Aberdeen  contained  many  such  in 
Art,  in  Literature,  in  Science,  in  Commerce,  in  splendid  municipal 
service.  He  could  picture  to  himself  such  an  array  of  honoured 
names  on  these  walls  as  would  afford  to  all  entering  the  Aisles 
a  salutary  commendation  of  civic  patriotism,  and  be  a  reminder  to 
the  present  generation  of  the  debt  we  owe  to  the  great  departed. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Scudamore  Forbes  pronounced  the  benediction. 

The  company  then  adjourned  to  the  West  Parish  Church 
Hall,  where  tea  was  served.  On  the  call  of  Mr.  Theodore  Watt, 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Sir  George  Adam  Smith 
and  to  Dr.  William  Kelly  for  their  services  in  connection  with 
the  commemoration,  and  to  Rev.  A.  W.  Scudamore  Forbes  for 
grantine  the  use  of  the  Hall. 
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THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  PRINTING  IN  ABERDEEN. 

By  G.  M.  FRASER,  Librarian,  Public  Library. 

From  tlie  '■'•Aberdeen  Free  Press''  \\th  and  i^fh  June,    1922. 

L  The  Town  in  1622. 

In  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  way  the  Master  Printers'  Guild 
of  Aberdeen  are  to  commemorate  the  introduction  of  printing 
into  the  burgh.  On  Friday  evening,  meeting  at  dinner,  they 
will  recall  that  movement  that  means  so  much  to  them  in 
particular,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  they  will  unveil  in  Drum's 
Aisle  of  St.  Nicholas  Church  a  memorial  of  Edward  Raban,  our 
first  printer,  who  set  up  his  printing-press  in  the  Castlegate  of 
Aberdeen  in  1622.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  memorial  honour 
has  been  suggested  for  our  first  printer,  for  in  1839,  when  the 
Spalding  Club  was  formed — and  named  after  Raban's  con- 
temporary, John  Spalding,  historian  of  The  Troubles — one  of 
the  suggestions  was  that  it  should  be  named  the  Raban  Club, 
which  shows  that  Raban's  memory  and  distinctive  service  had 
been  quite  clearly  kept  in  mind  in  the  city.^ 

There  are  other  memorials  of  our  first  printer  of  a  more  or 
less  searching  bibliographical  kind. 

'  See  Mr.  William  Watt's  memoir  of  Dr.  Joseph  Robertson  in  Scottish  Abbeys 
and  Cuthcdrnls,  i8gi,  p.  xv. 

(34) 
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First,  and  chief,  among  these  is  the  late  John  P.  Edmond's 
standard  volumes  on  The  Aberdeen  Printers,  1884-86,  the 
authoritative  bibliographical  work  on  the  printers  of  Aberdeen 
from  Edward  Raban,  1622,  to  James  Nicoll,  1736.^  Then,  in 
1908,  we  had  additional  facts  as  to  Raban  and  a  hand-list  of  the 
productions  of  his  press  from  a  well-known  English  bibliographer, 
Dr.  VV.  E.  A.  Axon,  that  supplemented  Mr.  Edmond's  work  in 
some  respects,  particularly  in  telling  of  an  early  issue  of  an 
Aberdeen  book  that  went  through  at  least  nineteen  editions.'^ 
And  throughout  a  long  period  Mr.  P.  J.  Anderson,  of  the 
Aberdeen  University  Library,  has  investigated  the  Raban 
printing,  particularly  as  to  the  University  connection  of  the 
books,  and  has  described  the  same  fully  in  his  Bibliography  of 
the  Universities  of  Aberdeen. 

It  must  be  said  that  Aberdeen  was  late,  as  compared  with 
other  principal  Scots  burghs,  in  taking  up  the  craft  of  printing. 
That  may  seem  a  little  odd  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
use  of  printing  was  well  understood  by  educated  persons  in 
Scotland,  and  that  it  was  actually  for  the  printing  of  an  Aberdeen 
book — the  Aberdeen  Breviary  of  Bishop  William  Elphinstone 
— that  printing  was   introduced    into  Scotland  in   1507-8,   well 

'  Supplemented  by  his  Last  Notes  on  the  Aberdeen  Printers — a  reprint  of  papers 
contributed  by  Edmond  to  Scottish  Notes  and  Queries,  1888-89. 

'■^Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Scotland,  14th  December,  igo8. 
Edmond's  information  has  been  supplemented  otherwise,  of  course,  in  various  ways. 
For  example,  in  dealing  with  James  Nicoll,  the  last  of  the  original  line  of  printers, 
Edmond  could  find  nothing  with  regard  to  him  after  he  resigned  as  printer  to  the 
Town  and  University  in  1736.  We  now  know  that  Nicoll  was  a  Baillie  three  times 
after  that — in  1740,  1745,  and  1746 — and  that  he  was  carrying  on  a  grocer's  business 
in  1748,  for  in  December  of  that  year  he  rendered  an  account  to  the  Earl  of  .Vberdeen 
for  goods  supplied  to  the  amount  of  £ii5  3s.  8d.,  for  which  a  receipt  is  in  the  Charter 
RoomofHaddo  House.  Nicoll  died  in  1749,  and  on  loth  August  of  that  year  his 
"  whole  printed  work  and  other  goods  and  merchandise,"  etc.,  were  sold  by  auction. 
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over  a  century  before  it  was  introduced  into  Aberdeen.  But  in 
the  seventeenth  century  Aberdeen  was  still  very  isolated,  and 
very  self-contained,  although  even  then  it  was  sending  its  sons 
into  the  wider  world  to  manifest  those  qualities  of  scholarship 
and  personal  character  that  still  distinguish  many  of  them  in  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  Empire,  Remember,  it  was  at  that  very 
time  that  Arthur  Johnston,  famous  Latin  poet,  went  from  the 
Grammar  School  of  Kintore  and  King's  College  of  Old  Aberdeen 
to  win  celebrity  on  the  Continent  and  in  the  schools  of  Oxford  ; 
and  it  was  in  the  same  century  that  another  Aberdonian,  Dr. 
John  Arbuthnot,  took  up  his  residence  among  the  wits  of 
London,  and  invented,  in  his  History  of  John  Bull,  the  mythical 
personage,  John  Bull,  who  is  still  the  typical  Englishman  for 
the  world  at  large. 

The  Aberdeen  of  Raban's  day,  to  which  he  came  from  St. 
Andrews  in  1622,  was  a  small  town,  although  of  marked 
character — partly  due  to  its  isolation,  but  due  more,  doubtless, 
to  its  climate  and  its  physical  conditions.  If  anyone  will  look 
at  Parson  Gordon's  plan  of  1661,  our  first  plan  of  Aberdeen — 
so  often  reproduced,  and  applicable  to  the  conditions  for  long 
before  and  long  after  its  date — he  will  get  a  very  good  idea  of 
the  size  and  "lie"  of  the  town  in  Edward  Raban's  time. 
Aberdeen  is  singular  among  historical  Scots  burghs  in  never 
having  had  a  High  Street,  and  that  for  the  very  good  reason 
that  it  never  had  a  main  street — that  is,  a  High  Street — till 
Union  Street  was  made  under  the  Act  of  1800.  The  town  in 
Raban's  time  was  a  collection  of  little,  narrow,  old  streets  and 
wynds,  all  finding  their  devious  ways  ultimately  to  the  great 
square,  the  Castlegate,  the  forum  of  the  burgh  throughout  our 
historical  period. 

If  we  look  at  the  matter  of  population  we  shall  find  the  same 
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thing.  Thus,  the  population  which  in  1400  was  about  3000, 
had  increased  by  the  year  1600  to  about  7500,  and  by  the  year 
1650 — covering  the  Raban  period — it  was  about  9000.  It  fell 
by  the  year  1700  to  about  6000,  and  fluctuated  greatly  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  but  in  the  second  half  of  that  century  it 
began  to  increase  markedly,  so  that  at  the  first  census  of  1801 
it  was  found  to  be  26,992.^ 

Into  this  town,  then,  of  about  8000  souls  (a  little  less  than 
Fraserburgh  at  the  present  day),  Edward  Raban  came,  in  1622, 
from  St.  Andrews.  He  had  been  printer  to  the  Town  and 
University  in  that  classic  city  for  only  about  two  years,  and 
the  known  productions  of  his  press  there  run  to  about  a  dozen 
philosophical-theological  works,  some  of  them  books  of  con- 
siderable bulk.  In  Aberdeen  he  was  installed  in  the  Castlegate 
— the  old  "gait,"  or  road,  of  the  Castle  that  stood  on  the 
Castlehill  till  demolished  by  the  Bruce  forces  prior  to  Bannock- 
burn — and  on  the  north  side  of  the  "  gait "  his  printing-press 
was  installed  above  the  old  Meal-market.  This  was  then  a 
comparatively  new  building,  belonging  to  the  town,  and  it  was 
used  as  the  town's  Meal-market  till  1770,  when  John  Jeans, 
architect  (who  was  architect  for  the  "Auld  Bow  Brig"  at  the 
Green),  erected  a  new  Meal-market  in  the  Back  Butts,  in  the 
place  still  known  as  Mealmarket  Street.^ 

^  These  earlier  estimates  of  population  are  Kennedy's,  who  went  into  things  very 
carefully,  and  his  figures  are  quoted  in  official  documents  for  the  town.  Usually 
such  estimates  are  more  or  less  a  guess.  Even  for  the  nineteenth  century,  after  the 
census  was  in  use,  figures  of  population  are  given  in  local  books  that  should  never 
be  accepted.     The  only  reliable  sources  are  the  census  returns. 

"  The  building  (of  which  the  lower  part  was  the  Meal-market)  into  which  Raban 
entered  in  1622  was  built  in  1613-14  by  Thomas  Mar,  mason.  The  Town  Council 
paid  the  first  week's  wages  of  the  masons  and  barrowmen  at  work  on  "  the  new  flesh 
hous  and  meillmercat "  on  20th  August,  1613. — Treasurer's  Accounts,  quoted  in 
Spalding  Club  Miscellany,  V.,  139. 
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In  this  printing  office,  above  the  Meal-market,  Edward 
Raban  was  in  the  heart  of  things  in  many  ways.  To  the  front 
of  that  house  the  "jougs"  were  attached — the  iron  collar, 
or  yoke,  that  served  as  the  public  stocks  in  many  places  in 
Scotland  for  ages.  In  front  of  it,  too,  the  gallows  was  erected 
in  Raban's  time,  which  matter  affected  him  in  a  way  that  could 
hardly  be  imagined  by  a  printer  of  our  time,  for  it  was  part  of 
Raban's  duty,  as  Town's  printer,  "to  print  the  papers  that  is 
prined  (preened)  on  the  bristis  of  thes  that  stand  on  the  scaffold. "  ^ 
If  Raban  lifted  his  eyes  a  little,  he  could  see  in  the  middle  of  the 
Castlegate,  in  front  of  his  printing  office,  the  Market  Cross — the 
old  cross,  then  becoming  ruinous,  and  demolished  in  1686 — at 
which  took  place  all  the  chief  spectacular  events,  punishments, 
proclamations,  rejoicings,  and  other  public  official  acts  that 
affected  in  many  ways  the  intimate  life  of  the  community. 

As  Town's  Printer  and  Printer  to  the  University,  Raban 
would  come  into  close  touch  with  the  leading  minds  of  the  town, 
and  we  know  that  he  was  influenced  in  that  way  to  the  best 
quality  of  work  in  his  craft.  The  Provost  in  1622  was  a  person 
of  little  account — George  Nicolson,  less  distinguished  than  his 
grandson,  a  Lord  of  Session,  who  sat  as  Lord  Kemnay,  from  the 
name  of  the  estate  which  he  had  bought.  The  next  Provost, 
Sir  Paul  Menzies  of  Kinmundy,  was  of  a  different  stamp — one 
of  the  ablest  of  that  remarkable  Menzies  family  that  ruled 
Aberdeen,  more  or  less,  for  300  years.  It  was  he  (before  he 
became  Provost),  along  with  Bishop  Patrick  Forbes,  of  Corse, 
near  Lumphanan,  Chancellor  of  King's  College  and   University, 

'  Tlie  use  of  tlie  expression  "  preen  " — still  in  use  in  Scots  dialect — is  not,  as 
might  be  supposed,  a  vulgar  corruption  of  tiie  standard  English  word  "pin."  It  is 
the  Old  linglish  word  "  preon,"  a  pin,  in  use  in  the  dialects  of  Northern  England, 
whence  it  was  imported  into  Scotland. 
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who  obtained  from  James  VI.  in  162 1  the  necessary  patent 
that  enabled  Raban  to  set  up  a  printing  estabHshment  in 
Aberdeen. 

The  time  of  Raban's  arrival  in  the  town  was  the  beginning 
of  a  period  of  savage  ecclesiastical  strife,  the  real  inspiration  of 
which,  either  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  it  is  hardly  possible 
now  to  discover.  It  was  a  quaint  effect  of  the  Puritanical  feeling 
of  that  tempestuous  period  that  the  Town  Council  in  1623, 
following  the  practice  of  certain  other  towns,  resolved  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  should  be  dressed  in  honest  (black) 
gowns  when  attending  public  meetings  and  at  church,  and 
that  the  Council  meetings  should  be  opened  and  closed  with 
prayer,  the  Provost  to  officiate. 

But  Raban  saw  many  a  sad  sight,  the  outcome  of  those 
religious  contentions,  before  he  ceased  to  be  Town's  Printer 
in  1649.  The  "Troubles  "  were  just  breaking  out  when  he 
arrived.  In  the  succeeding  years  he  saw  the  public  mind 
harassed  by  the  fierce  and  venomous  disputes,  and  himself  helped 
(professionally)  to  inflame  feeling  by  the  printing  of  many 
dialectical  productions  of  the  time.  Ultimately,  he  saw,  as  one 
of  the  consequences  of  those  contentions,  the  outbreak  of  the 
great  Civil  War,  the  first  actual  engagement  of  which  was  fought 
at  our  own  doors,  the  Battle  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  1639,  in 
which  the  Aberdeen  forces,  having  their  commander  disabled, 
had  to  flee  for  their  lives.  And  in  that  black  i  3th  of  September, 
1644,  he  saw  the  frightful  Crabstone  Rout,  in  which,  for  the 
second  time  in  pitched  battle,  Montrose  overwhelmed  the  town. 

But  Raban  saw  more  peaceful  and  pleasant  things  as  well. 
He  had  only  recently  become  Town's  Printer,  above  the  Meal- 
market,  when  he  saw  erected,  close  by  his  printing  office,  the 
square  tower  of  the  Tolbooth,  which  is  still  the  "Old  Tower" 
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of  the  Town  House  near  Lodge  Walk.^  We  do  not  actually 
know  if  Raban,  the  printer,  and  John  Spalding,  the  historian, 
ever  met,  but  we  may  take  it  they  were  both  present  en  those 
memorable  occasions,  in  July,  1638,  in  Earl  Marischal's  Close  in 
the  Castlegate,  when  the  Commissioners  for  the  New  Covenant 
attempted  to  convert  the  town,  but  drew  on  themselves,  as  a 
chief  thing,  the  scorn  of  the  "  Aberdeen  Doctors,"  a  famous 
group  to  this  day.-  But  the  greatest  event  of  Raban's  time, 
for  Aberdeen,  was  the  movement  for  the  great  charter  of  Charles 
I.,  of  that  same  year,  1638 — in  some  respects  the  Magna  Charta 
of  the  town,  and  worthy  of  being  shown  in  every  school  in  the 
burgh — in  which  the  ancient  rights  of  Aberdeen  as  a  royal  burgh 
and  rights  anew,  are  recited  and  confirmed  to  it  "  as  one  free 
royal  burgh,  to  be  now  and  in  all  time  to  come  called  the  Burgh 
of  Aberdeen."  ^ 

It  was  a  stirring  time  in  which  Edward  Raban,  the  printer, 
found  himself  in  Aberdeen,  far  from  his  native  regions,  in  the 
first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  As  we  shall  see  in  a 
succeeding  article — dealing  with  the  man  and  his  work — he  left 
his  own  mark  on  the  period  by  his  craftsmanship  in  the  town. 

11.  Raban  and  his  Printing  Work. 
It  would  be  gathered  from  the  preceding  article  and  from  his 
name  that  Edward  Raban  was  not  a  Scotsman.     The  surname 

'  It  was  begun  in  1627,  and  was  still  in  progress  in  1631.  See  Treasurer's 
Accoiuits.  Very  considerable  repairs  and  alterations  were  made  on  the  tower  and 
spire  in  the  earlier  years  of  last  century, 

-  See  the  episode  discussed  by  Spalding  in  his  Mcmorialls  oj  the  Troubles, 
under  date.  The  opposition  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Covenant  was  very  grateful  to 
Charles,  who  sent  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Town  Council. 

*See  this  remarkable  charter  with  translation,  set  out  in  Mr.  P.  J.  Anderson's 
"  Charters  and  Other  Writs  ...  of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,"  New  Spalding 
Club,  pp.  155-198. 
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Raban  is  Teutonic — Old  High  German  "  raban "  meaning  a 
raven.  It  is  one  of  the  class  of  EngHsh  personal  names,  like 
Bird,  Cowe,  Crowe,  Hogg,  Lyon,  Stott,  Swan,  and  others  of  the 
kind,  that  arose  as  nicknames  (sometimes  as  a  distinguishing 
device),  and  are  common  now  over  England  and  Lowland 
Scotland. 

In  point  of  fact,  Edward  Raban  was  a  native  of  Gloucester 
shire.  His  uncle,  Peter  Raban,  was  a  clergyman  at  Melton 
Mowbray,  Leicestershire,  blamed  by  Raban  in  his  early  printing 
days  with  slackness  in  the  matter  of  temperance.  Raban  him- 
self, as  Dr.  Axon  tells  in  the  paper  of  1908,  already  referred  to, 
had  a  roving  career  before  he  came  to  Scotland.^  In  1600,  when 
English  soldiers  went  into  Flanders,  Raban  was  one  of  the 
company.  He  himself  recalls  in  the  preface  of  1622  the  merry 
times  those  volunteers  had  in  London  before  embarking,  for  they 
were  a  motley  crew  of  bankrupts,  gentlemen  and  merchants,  run- 
away apprentices,  and  the  like. 

The  English  volunteers  landed  at  Philippina,  and  soon  were 
busy  driving  out  the  Spaniards,  till  before  Newport,  where  they 
were  "sharply  assaulted"  but  were  successful.  They  slew  "at 
least  sixe  thousand  of  the  Spanish  side,  took  many  prisoners,  and 
returned  into  Holland  with  victory."  All  this  Raban  tells  in 
order  to  enforce  the  point  that  "  tender  drunkards  "  could  neither 
march  nor  stand  in  the  day  of  battle. 

After  serving  in  the  Dutch  wars  for  "  full  ten  years,"  Raban 
proceeded  into  Germany — a  man  of  thirty  years  of  age  by  that 
time,  one  should  imagine.  He  travelled  through  Cologne,  May- 
ence,  Frankfort,   Worms,   Frankenthal,  Speyer,  and  Strasburg, 

^  See  preface  by  Raban  to  the  tract,  Rubau's  Resolution  As;ainst  Drunkenness, 
1622,  quoted  by  Axon,  as  above,  and  by  John  P.  Edmond  in  Last  Notes  on  the 
Aberdeen  Printers  (privately  printed),  1888. 
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and  joined  himself  to  a  company  that  were  on  their  way  to  Rome. 
On  reaching  the  Alps,  however,  Raban  turned  back  to  act  as 
guide  for  some  English  fellow-countrymen  who  were  returning 
from  Rome  and  had  lost  their  guide.  He  "  convoyed  them 
through  all  Germany,  even  to  Hamburg,  visiting  all  the  fair 
cities  and  the  churches." 

It  is  supposed  that  it  was  at  this  time — for  he  lingered  for 
years  on  the  Continent — that  Raban  acquired  his  knowledge  and 
skill  in  printing.  He  practised  the  craft  in  Leyden,  a  printing 
centre,  for  he  tells,  as  a  warning  against  Sabbath  breaking,  that 
a  master  printer  whom  he  served  in  that  town  "had  it  aye  for  a 
custom  to  boil  his  printing  varnish  on  the  Sabbath  days  in  a 
garden-house  without  the  city,  but  at  last  his  house  took  fire  and 
burned  the  man  himself  and  his  only  daughter ;  he  being  a  rich 
man  died  thus  miserable,  leaving  non  issue  to  inherit  his  trash." 

How  Raban  happened  to  find  himself  in  Scotland  is  one  of 
the  unsolved  mysteries  of  his  life.  Edinburgh  had  been  a  centre 
of  the  printing  trade  in  Scotland  for  more  than  a  hundred  years 
before  Raban  began  operations  there,  and  attracted  printers 
from  south  and  north.  One  of  the  early  printers  of  Edinburgh 
was  an  Aberdonian,  Thomas  Davidson,  born  "  upon  the  water- 
side of  Dee,"  whose  printing-house  was  "above  the  Nether  Bow, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  gait."  He  got  a  patent  as  King's 
Printer  in  1540,  and  printed  numerous  works,  now  very  rare.^ 

Edward  Raban  was  printing  in  Edinburgh,  then,  in  1620,  and 
his  printing-house  was  "  at  the  Cowgate  Port,  at  the  signe  of 
ABC."''^  Only  one  book  printed  by  Raban  in  Edinburgh  has 
yet    been     discovered — Christes    Testament   vnfo/ded,     by    Rev. 

'James  Colston,   "Concerning   Printing  in    Edinburgh,  1507-1600,"  Scotsman, 
13th  August,  1892.     See  also  Scottish  Printing,  Dickson  and  Edmond,  chap.  xii. 
-Imprint  on  Christes  Testament,  Edinburgh,  1620. 
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Archibald  Symson,  Dalkeith,  a  curious  study  of  the  supposed 
mystical  import  of  the  number  seven.  One  copy  of  the  book — 
once  the  property  of  the  Aberdeen  writer  George  Chalmers,  of 
the  Caledonia — is  to  be  seen  in  the  British  Museum.^ 

In  the  same  year,  1620,  Raban  removed  to  St.  Andrews, 
where  he  was  appointed  Printer  to  the  Town  and  the  University, 
and  where  he  placed  the  same  sign,  "A  B  C,"  as  in  Edinburgh, 
over  his  printing  house  in  South  Street.  Of  his  life  in  St. 
Andrews  nothing  is  known  except  what  can  be  gathered  in- 
cidentally from  the  productions  of  his  press.  He  was  an  elusive 
personage  from  the  first,  and  he  remained  so  to  the  end. 

Raban  was  in  St.  Andrews  for  only  two  years.  Of  works 
printed  by  him  in  that  period  eleven  separate  items  (thirty  copies) 
have  been  traced.  They  deal  mostly  with  aspects  of  theology, 
the  chief  popular  interest  of  the  time,  and  fortunately  the 
location  of  all  but  one  of  them  is  known — two  in  Aberdeen 
University  Library,  one  at  Blairs  College,  other  fifteen  in  various 
Scottish  Libraries,  and  the  other  eleven  in  English  Libraries, 
including  three  in  the  British  Museum. 

A  significant  thing  about  those  productions  of  Raban's  St. 
Andrews  press  is  that  they  included  two  works  by  Robert  Baron, 
one  of  the  "Aberdeen  Doctors,"  which  shows  that  Raban  was 
already  well  known  to  leading  men  in  Aberdeen,  and  that  must 
have  had  some  bearing  on  the  printer's  removal  to  the  northern 
town.  It  is  clear,  as  Cosmo  Innes  says,  that  in  Aberdeen  the 
intellectual  society  gathered  round  the  Cathedral  and  the  Uni- 
versity was  felt  to  be  incomplete  without  a  printing-press,  and  to 
meet  that  want  Bishop  Patrick  P"orbes  (and  Paul  Menzies  for  the 

'The  book  is  fully  described  bibliographically  in  Aberdeen  Printers,  Parts  i 
and  4. 
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town)  induced  Edward  Raban  to  quit  St.  Andrews  and  establish 
at  Aberdeen  the  first  printing-press  which  had  ever  crossed  the 
Grampians.  1 

But  Raban  had  other  friends  in  Aberdeen,  and  notable  among 
them  was  David  Melvill,  burgess  and  bookseller,  for  whom 
Raban  printed  many  books,  and  who  became  cautioner  for  Raban 
to  the  amount  of  500  merks  (Scots).  It  was  a  debt  the  greater 
part  of  which  descended  to  Melvill's  son  after  Melvill's  death  in 
1643,  2ind  for  the  satisfaction  of  which  young  Robert  Melvill,  at 
his  own  request,  was  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  "  ruler  "  of 
the  town's  clocks  and  bells,  the  fee  to  be  applied  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  debt. 

On  coming  to  Aberdeen,  Raban  was  dealt  with  considerately 
by  the  authorities  both  civic  and  academic.  The  Town  Council 
ordered  to  be  paid  to  him  a  salary  of  ^^40  (Scots)  yearly,  with 
eightpence  quarterly  from  every  scholar  at  the  Grammar  School, 
the  Music  School,  and  English  School — to  be  collected  with  the 
fees.  The  idea  would  be,  no  doubt,  that  the  presence  of  a  printer 
in  the  town  would  be  an  advantage  in  more  than  one  way  for 
parents  and  scholars  in  regard  to  the  supply  and  the  price  of 
books.  He  must  have  been  made  printer  to  the  University  at 
the  same  time,  as  from  the  first  year  of  his  arrival  he  is  describ- 
ing himself  as  University  Printer. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  short  sketch  to  describe  the  variety  of 
the  productions  of  Raban's  press  at  work  in  Aberdeen  from  1622 
to  1649,  or  even  to  indicate  the  quality — not  a  very  high  quality 
— of  his  own  contributions,  in  prose  and  poetry,  that  appeared 
in  certain  of  his  publications.  The  most  notable  of  his  early 
productions  was  in  1623,  when  he  printed  the  first  (Aberdeen) 
Almanac,     or     New    Prognostication,    thereby    commencing    a 

'  Sketches  of  Early  Scottish  History,  Cosmo  Innes,  1861,  pp.  299-300. 
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periodical  publication  that  has  continued  to  appear,  in  one  form 
or  another,  to  the  present  day.  Those  earliest  Almanacs  of 
Edward  Raban  are  extremely  rare,  but  most  fortunately  we  know 
a  good  deal  about  that  first  issue.  It  was  very  fully  described  by 
the  late  Baillie  George  Walker,  bookseller,  in  t\\Q  Aberdeen  Herald 
of  27th  November,  1858,  from  a  copy  owned  by  the  late  Mr. 
Alexander  Torrie,  advocate,  a  well-known  public  man  of  Aber- 
deen in  the  middle  of  last  century.  That  copy  of  the  rare 
Prognostication  remained  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Torrie's 
descendants  in  Aberdeen  till  ten  years  ago,  when  it  was  presented 
to  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Edmond,  advocate.  Its  present 
location  is  unknown.^ 

Of  the  whole  separate  productions  of  Raban's  press  in  Aber- 
deen, 1622  to  1649,  between  230  and  240  works  have  been 
identified,  and  no  doubt  many  others  were  issued,  but  are  irre- 
coverably lost.  Of  the  above,  more  than  one  copy  of  many  are 
in  existence.  The  location  of  over  140  separate  works  is  known, 
but  when  a  detailed  Raban  "census"  is  taken — such  as  Mr. 
P.  J.  Anderson  of  the  University  Library  has  in  hand — our 
knowledge  of  existing  Rabans  will  be  greatly  advanced.  As 
it  is,  a  very  little  information  on  this  point  may  be  interesting. 
Aberdeen  University  Library,  for  example,  which  possesses 
more  Raban  productions  than  any  other  Library,  has  sixty- 
three,  and  the  Aberdeen  Public  Library — a  comparatively  young 
Library,  not  having  yet  reached  its  jubilee — has  ten  Rabans 
(plus  a  duplicate  of  one  of  them),  only  one  of  which,  however, 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  University  Library.- 

'  Baillie  Walker's  description  of  the  Nciv  Prognostication  of  1623  was  used 
by  Mr.  Edmond — with  due  acknowledgment  of  its  source,  though  not  its  authorship 
(which  may  have  been  unknown) — in  Aberdeen  Printers,  Part  i,  pp.  10-12. 

-  These  Raban  books  in  the  Public  Library  were  described  in  the  Free  Press  and 
Aberdeen  yoiirnal  of  25th  April,  1910.  They  are  shown  with  other  early  Aberdeen 
books,  in  the  glass-topped  case,  West  Vestibule,  Reference  Department. 
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Although  we  still  possess  so  many  of  Raban's  productions, 
and  through  them  get  at  a  good  deal  of  what  was  in  the  mind  of 
this  rather  elusive  personage,  only  a  few  outstanding  facts  are 
known  about  his  personal  life  in  Aberdeen.  He  remained  in  the 
printing-house  above  the  Meal-market,  and  after  the  death  of 
David  Melvill,  the  bookseller,  Raban  had  another  place  of 
business,  a  "  Shop  at  the  end  of  the  Broad-gait,"  which  Mr. 
Edmond  assumed  was  the  shop  of  his  deceased  friend.  The 
death  of  Melvill  greatly  embarrassed  Raban  ;  indeed,  it  seems 
to  have  put  an  end  practically  to  his  printing  business  in  the 
town. 

In  1627  Raban  suffered  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and  as  an  evi- 
dence of  public  sympathy  this  entry  stands  in  the  Town's  Accounts, 
of  date  I  ith  January  of  that  year — "the  same  day  Jeanett  Jhon- 
stoun,  spous  to  Edward  Raban,  printer,  bureit  gratis."  Before 
1637  Raban  had  married  again,  Janet  Ealhous,  or  Ailhous,  and 
for  the  latter  part  of  that  year  and  the  beginning  of  the  next  he 
was  absent  on  the  Continent,  perhaps  on  some  business  connected 
with  the  equipment  of  his  printing-house.  On  his  return  from 
that  tour  he  printed  one  of  the  few  books  of  which  he  was  him- 
self the  author,  The  Glorie  of  Man,  Consisting  in  the  Excellencie 
and  perfection  of  Woman,  written,  he  tells  in  the  dedication,  to 
clear  himself  of  the  imputation  of  sarcastic  and  bitter  speech 
against  women.  It  may  have  been  merely  a  result  of  Christmas 
merry-making,  but  on  Christmas  Eve,  1639,  Raban  and  his  wife, 
with  another  couple,  were  put  in  ward  for  a  broil  in  which  they 
were  involved,  and  by  the  Magistrate  they  were  found  guilty,  and 
were  sentenced,  each  pair,  to  redeem  themselves  by  payment  of  a 
fine. 

The  last  production  of  Raban's  press  bears  date  1649,  and 
what  happened  to  put  a  final  end  to  his  career  as  a  printer  is  a 
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mystery.  Perhaps  it  was  merely  the  natural  and  common  failing 
of  old  age.  By  that  time  he  would  be  in  the  region  of  the 
seventies,  at  least,  and  after  his  varied  and  strenuous  life — for  he 
was  obviously  an  industrious  man — he  must  have  felt  the  need  of 
a  quieter  day.  In  any  case,  on  9th  January,  1650,  the  Town 
Council  admitted  James  Browne,  son  of  Rev.  William  Browne, 
parish  minister  of  Invernochtie,  or  Strathdon,  as  Town's  Printer 
in  Raban's  place,  and  to  the  same  emoluments  "and  benefeit 
off  the  toune  as  the  said  Edward  Raban  haid  the  tyme  by- 
gane." 

For  nearly  ten  years  after  that  all  knowledge  of  Edward 
Raban  is  lost.  It  is  singular  that  this  was  almost  exactly  the 
period  of  the  Commonwealth  (1649- 1660),  and  the  point  may 
have  significance.  Sixty  years  ago  a  most  curious  discovery  was 
made  that  one  Edward  Raban,  printer,  was  actually  doing  print- 
ing work  in  Orange,  and  operating  as  Printer  to  the  Town  and 
University.  In  a  small  volume,  printed  by  Edward  Raban, 
Orange,  and  published  in  1681,  there  is  a  dedication  which  bears 
date  1656,  signed  "  E.  Raban,"  which  date  would  agree  with  our 
Edward  Raban,  of  Aberdeen,  but  clearly  it  could  not  be  the  same 
Raban  if  he  was  still  printing  in  Orange  in  1681.^  For  long  be- 
fore that  time  our  Edward  Raban  had  passed  away.  In  the 
Town's  Kirk  and  Bridge  Works  Accounts  we  have  the  entry  of 
his  burial  in  St.  Nicholas  Churchyard — "  1658,  Dec.  6,  Edward 
Rabein  at  wast  dyk."  Next  Saturday  afternoon,  as  the  spot  at  the 
"wast  dyk  "  is  unknown,  the  Edward  Raban  memorial,  provided 
by  the  Master  Printers,  will  be  unveiled  by  the  Principal  of  the 

'  See  the  matter  dealt  with  in  Notes  and  Queries,  London,  13th  and  27th  July,  iS6r. 
There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  Edward  Raban  here  mentioned  was  a  different 
person  from  Edward  Raban,  of  Aberdeen,  but  he  may  have  been  a  son  of  the  Aber- 
deen Raban,  or  a  very  near  relative. 
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University  in  Drum's  Aisle.  That  spot  Raban  must  have  known 
personally,  and  there  his  memorial  will  speak  to  his  fellow-towns- 
folk of  one  who,  although  he  has  long  been  mainly  an  abstraction, 
began  and  carried  on  in  these  regions,  with  really  amazing  in- 
dustry, one  of  the  beneficent  crafts  of  the  world. 


APPENDIX  B 

CENSUS  OF  RABAN'S  BOOKS. 
Compiled  by  P.  J.  ANDERSON,  LL.B.,  University  Librarian. 

1620  [Edinburgh). 

Symson,  Archibald.     Christes  testament  unfolded. 
Brit.  Mils. 

1620  {^St.  Andrews). 
Michaelson,  John.     The  Lawfulnes  of  kneeling. 

Ahcrd.  Univ.;  Haigh. 

Tilenus,  Daniel.     Parrenesis  ad  Scotos. 
Edinb.  Univ. ;  Glasg,  Univ. 

1 62 1  (5"/.   Andrews). 

Baron,  Robert.     Philosophia  theologias  ancillans. 

A  herd.   Univ.;    B  lairs ;   Si-  And.    Univ.;   Edinb.    Univ.;   Glasg.   Univ., 
Brit.  Mas. ;  Bodl. ;  Cnmb.  Univ. ;  Emmanuel  Coll. 

Baron,   Robert,  prases.     Positiones  et  disputationes.     [M.A.  theses 
St.  Salvator's  Coll.] 
iVo/  traced. 
Symson,   Archibald.     Eucharisticon. 

Mr.  y.  A.  Fairley,  Edinb. 

Symson,  Archibald.     Heptameron. 

Adv.  ;  Brechin  Dioc. ;  Brit.  Miis. 
Symson,   Archibald.     Samsons  seaven  lockes. 
Adv. ;  Brechin  Dioc. 

T.,  M.  P.     Descriptio  erysipelatis. 
Mr.  y.  A.  Fairley,  Edinb. 

(49) 
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1622   {St.  Andrews). 

Browne,  David.     The  New  invention  intituled  Calligraphia. 
St.  And.  Univ.;  Brit.  M us. ;  Chetham  ;  Innerpeffray. 

Leech,  John.     lano  bifronti  strena. 
Edinb.  Uni'iK  ;  H.  E.  Huntington. 

Lindesay,  David.     An  Heavenly  chariot. 

Adv. ;  Innerpeffray . 

The  Pope's  New  Years  gifts. 

Adv. 

Raban,  Edward.     Resolution  against  drunkenesse. 

Camb.  Univ.  ;  Haigh  (fragments). 


1622   {Aberdeen). 

A. B.C.     Aabc  .  .   .   [Abecedarium]. 
Bodl. ;  Haigh  ;  H.  E.  Huntington. 

Aberdeen  Town  Council.     [Table  of  books  for  schools.] 

Not  traced. 
Dunbar,  Wiliiam.     The  Merrie  historic  of  the  thrie  friers. 

Not  traced. 

Erasmus,  Desiderius.     Adagia. 

Brit.  Mas. 

Guild,  William.     Issachars  asse  braying. 

Edinb.  Univ.;  Adv.;  Brit.  Mus. ;  Innerpeffray. 

Lunan,    Alexander,  presses.     Theses   philosophies.      [M.A.    King's 
Coll.] 

Abcrd.  Univ.;  Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 

Sibbald,  James, /r^.f^j-.     [M.A.  theses:   Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Tilenus,  Daniel.     De  disciplina  ecclesiastica. 

Aberd.   Univ.;    Bodl.;    Camb.   Univ.;  Emmanuel  Coll.;   Joltn  Ry  lands ; 
Arclib.  Marsh's  Libr. 


w 


9   *« 


Gabriel  Friends 


PROGNOSTICAtfa^! 


JFor  the  Ycerc  of  G  0  D    i  <J  x*|>  .i 


'"*' Serving  Hioft  ficKe  for  the  \^fhoIt:  KiBgdgii^0 

V  ^       r'     of  S  C  O  T  L  A  N  D«  .   ; '  /  Xf'i 


A  B  E  K  t)  E  N  E, 

:^^    Iinprimcd  by  Edward  Raban^ 
/or2)ii>/(i  Afc/vj//,  1(514. 


Tni-K  l'\i;i.  Ml    I  in;  Aiii:kt)I-i:n  .Xi.manac,   1624 


.-.  >#, 


p 


K '  i^lVOi3NO.STlCATiON. 

^For  this  yearf  cjf our  Redemption  11525 ; 

Serving  for  the  whole  Kingdotnc  of  Scot* 
'J.  A  N  D  ,  but  moft  efpcciallic ,  and  ao 
'    dm^'td  Kabans  hound  ductic ,  for  the 
'-    i-d/'/Wf  dnd  Meridinn  of  ih 
•H^rtQurMc  Citie  of 

A  B  E  K  D  E  N  E . 


-'iinprintcd  ac  Aberdene,  by  Edward 

r    'J\4W,  /<r  lD4Vi4  Mehilti  1615 .  J 

.^.^alHi 


llILK    1'm:\:    III-     IIIL   Ar.KRHKhN    Al.MANAl.,     i(>2-^ 


CENSUS  OF  RABAN'S  BOOKS  51 

1623. 

Aberdeen  Town  Council.     Edict  for  professor  of  mathematics. 

Not  traced. 

Almanac.     A  New  prognostication. 

Not  traced. 

Boece,  Hector.     A  Rriefe  chronicle  of  all  the  kinges. 
Brit.  Ahis. 

Catechism.     Catechesis  religionis  christians. 

Lincoln  Catli. 
Craig,  Alexander.     The  Poetical!  recreations. 

Aberd.  Univ.  ;  Signet ;  Brit.  Mus. ;  Haigh;  H.  E.  Huntington. 
Forbes,  William,  prases.     Positiones.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 

Aberd.  Univ. ;  Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 

Gray,  Gilbert.     Oratio  de  illustribus  Scotias  scriptoribus. 

Not  traced. 

Guarna,  Andreas.     Grammaticale  bellum. 

Not  traced.     Wrongly  titled  under  Spencer,  John,  in  Aberd.  Printers, 
p.  15. 
Marischal,  George,  5M  ear/.     Lachrymse  Academias  Marischallanee. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Signet;  Haigh. 

Ogston,  William.     Oratio  funebris. 

Aherd.  Univ.;  Edinb.   Univ.;  Signet;  Brit.  Mus.;  Dr.  VVillianis'  Libr. ; 
Haigh. 
Sibbald,  James,  prceses.     Assertiones    philosophicae.     [M.A.    Maris- 
chal Coll.] 

Aberd.  Univ  ;  Bodl. 

Vives,  Joannes  Ludovicus.     Ad  sapientiam  introductio. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Episc. ;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Miis. 

1624. 

Almanac.     Gabriel  Friends  prognostication. 

Not  traced. 
Forbes,  John.     Theses  philosophies.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 

Aberd,  Univ. 
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Guild,  William.     Three  rare  monuments. 

Glasg,  Univ. ;  Leighton  Libr. ;  Brit.  Mits.  ;  Bodl. ;  Haigh. 

Logic,  Andrew.     Cum  bono  Deo  :  Raine  from  the  clouds. 

Abcrd.  Univ.;  Aberd.  Pnbl. ;  Brit.  M  us.  ;  Bodl.;  Camb.  Univ.;  Haigh; 
Archb.  Marsh's  Libr. 

Sempill,  Sir  James.     The  Packman's  Pater  Noster. 
Sotheby's  Cat.,  i^th  May,  1920,  lot  856. 

Sibbald,  James,  pmscs.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischal  Coll.] 
l^ot  traced. 

1625. 

Almanac.     A  Prognostication. 
Not  traced. 

Garden,  Alexander.     Characters  and  essayes. 
Brit.  Mas. 

Gordon,  William.     Pharmaco-pinax. 
R.C.P.Ed.;  Brit.Mus.;  Haigh. 

Leslie,  William.     Propositiones  et  problemata.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 
Aberd.  Univ. 

Psalter.     The  Psalmes  in  meeter. 
Glasg.  Techn.  Coll.  ;  Bodl. 

Sibbald,    James,  prases.     Theses   philosophicse.      [M.A.    Marischal 
Coll.] 

Bodl. 
Wedderburn,  David.     Abredonia  atrata. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Brit.  Miis.  ;  Camb.  Univ. 

1626. 

Almanac.     Prognostication. 

Brit.  Mus.  (fragment). 

Anderson,  George.     [Bookplate.] 

Harvard. 

Cargill,  William.     Poesie. 
Not  traced. 
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Forbes,  Alexander,     Poesie. 
Not  traced. 

Guild,  William.      Popish  glorying  in  antiquitie. 

Abcrd.    Univ.;    Abcrd.  Piibl.  ;    Brit.  Mus.  ;    Dr.   Williams'  Libr. ;    Em- 
manuel Coll.,  Catnb.  ;  Haigli. 
Lundie,  John,  />rceses.     Theses  logicae.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 

Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 
Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  in  metre.     8vo. 

Not  traced. 

Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  in  metre.      12  mo. 

Glasg.  Univ. 
Psalter.     The  Psalmes  of  David  in  Scottish  metre.     24010. 

Mr.  W.  Cowan,  Edinb.  ;  Bodl. 
Sibbald,  James.     Theses  philosophicse.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 

Bodl. 

1627. 
Aberdeen  Town  Council.     Lawes  of  all  the  schooles. 

Not  traced. 

Almanac. 

Not  trcued. 
Baron,  Robert.     Disputatio  theologica. 

Abcrd.    Univ.  ;    Abcrd.    Piibl.  ;     Edinb.    Univ.  ;     Brit.    Mus.  ;     Bodl.  ; 
Emmanuel  Coll.,  Camb. ;  Haigh. 

Forbes,  Patrick.     Eubulus. 

Abcrd.   Univ.;   Edinb.   Univ.:  Adv.;  Signet;  Brit.  Mu?. ;  Bodl.  ;  Camb. 
Univ.  ;  Haigh. 

Guild,  William.     A  Compend  of  the  controversies. 
Haigh. 

Guild,  William.      Popish  glorying  in  anli(|uity. 
Edinb.  Univ. ;  Gen.  Ass. ;  Bodl. 

Hay,  Peter.     An  Advertisement. 

Adv. ;  Brit.  Mus.  ;  Haigh. 

Leslie,  William.     Vindicije  theologicse. 

Signet  ;  Brit.  Mus. 
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Lundie,  John,  prcBses.     Propositiones.     [M. A.  King's  Coll.] 

Dr.  David  Murray^  Glasg. 
Scrogie,    Alexander.      De    imperfectione    Sanctorum.      [Thesis    for 
D.D.] 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mns. 
Seton,  John,  presses.     Theses  philosophicse.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 

Bod  I. 
Sibbald,  James.     Theses  theologicse.     [D.D.] 

Brit.  Miis. 

Tymme,  Thomas.     A  Silver  watch-bell. 

Haigli. 

1628. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Calvin,  John.     Catechisme. 

Brit.  Mns. 

Johnston,  Arthur.     Elegiac  duae. 

Edinb.   Univ. 
Leech,  David,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 
Lyndsay,  Sir  David.     The  Workes. 

Haigh. 
Seton,  John, prases.     [M.A.  theses:  Marischal  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 

1629. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Forbes,  John.     Irenicum  amatoribus  veritatis. 

Aberd.    Univ.;    Aberd.   Ptibl. ;    Edinb.    Univ.;    Signet;    Glasg.    Univ.; 
Mitchell;  Camb.  Univ.;  Emmanuel  Coll.  ;  Haigh. 

Psalter.     The  CL  Psalmes. 

Aberd.  Univ.  ;  Mr.  W.  Cowan,  Edinb. ;  Haigh. 

Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  in  prose  and  metre. 
New  York  Ptibl. 
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Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  in  metre. 
IBritwell.]     Not  traced. 

Psalter.     Psalms  with  the  common  tunes. 
Not  traced. 

Ramsay,  David.     A  Sermon. 
Brit.  Mus. 

Seton,  John,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Strachan,    Andrew,  prceses.     Propositiones    et  problemata.     [M.A. 
King's  Coll.] 

Brit.  Mus.  (t.  p.  only). 

Sutton,  Edward,     A  Caution  for  the  credulous. 

Not  traced.     Aberd.  Printers,  p.  32,  gives  the  name  incorrectly  as  Sulton. 

Virgil.     Poemata. 
Haigh. 

162    ..    . 

Leslie,  William.      [Thesis  for  D.D.] 
Not  trcued. 

Ogston,  William.     [Thesis  for  D.D.] 
Not  trcued. 

1630. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Bevis,  Sir.     The  Historic  of  Sir  Bevis. 
Brit.  Mus. 

Cicero.      Epistolarum  libri  quatuor. 
Aberd.  Univ. 

Guild,  William.     Limbo's  batterie. 

Aberd.   Univ.;   Edinb.  Univ.;   Glasg.    Univ.;  Brit.  Mus. ;  Bodl.  ;   Camb. 
Univ. 

Henry  the  Minstrel.     The  Lyfe  and  acts  of  .  .  .  Wallace. 

Brit.  Mus. ;  Haigh. 
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Ovid.      Metamorphoseon  libri  xv. 

A  herd.  Univ.  ;  Haigh  ;  yohn  Ry  lands. 

Seton,  John,  prases.     Theses  philosophicae.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 
Bodl. 

Strachan,  Andrew,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Tymme,  Thomas.     A  Silver  watch-bell. 
Not  traced. 


163I. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Baron,  Robert.     Ad  Georgii  Turnebulli  Tetragonismum. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  B  lairs  ;  St.  Atid.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Signet;  Glasg, 
Univ.;  Brit.  Mus, ;  Dr.  Williams^  Libr. ;  Camb.  Univ.;  Emmanuel 
Coll.  ;  Bibl.  Nat.,  Paris. 

Bible.     New  Testament. 

Glasg.  Univ.  (fragment). 

Craig,  Alexander.     The  Pilgrime  and  heremite. 
[Britivell  (imperf.)].     Not  traced. 

Forbes,  John.     Gemitus  Ecclesise  Scoticanse. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mus. ;  Dr.  Williams'  Libr. ;  Bodl.; 
Camb.  Univ.  ;  Haigh. 

Hervie,  Gilbert.     [Label  on  Bible.] 
Aberd.  Town  Ho. 

Lundie,  John.     Oratio  eucharistica. 

Aberd.  Univ.  ;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mus. 

Lundie,  John.     Theses  theologicae.     [S.T.D.] 
Not  traced. 

Seton,  John,  presses.     Theses  philosophicae.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 
Aberd.  Univ. 

Stanbridge,  John.     Vocabula. 

Brit.  Mus.  (t.  p.  only.) 
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Strachan,  Andrew.     Panegyricus  inauguralis. 

Abcrd.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mas.;  Bibl.  Nat.,  Paris. 
Strachan,    Andrew,  presses.      Schcdiasmata    philosophica.      [M.A. 
King's  Coll.] 

Aberd.  Univ. 
Voss,  Gerard  John.     Elementa  rhetorica. 

Abcrd.  {in  private  hands.) 

1632. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Forbes,  John.     Theologise  moralis  liber  viii. 

Aberd.  Univ.  :  Edinb.  Univ.  ;  Glasg.  Univ.  ;  Haigh. 
Forbes,  John.     Secunda  pars  libri  viii. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.:  Glasg.  Univ.;  Haigh. 
Johnston,  Arthur.     Epigrammata. 

Abcrd.  Univ.;  Aberd.  Publ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Adv.;  Signet;  Glasg.  Univ.; 
Brit.  Miis.  ;  Bodl. ;  Haigh. 

Johnston,  Arthur.     Parerga. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Aberd.  Publ. ;  Edin.   Univ.:  Adv.;  Signet;  Glasg.  Univ.; 
Brit.  Mns. ;  Dr.  Williams^  Libr. ;  Bodl. ;  Haigh. 

Psalter.     The  Psalmes. 

Bodl. ;  Haigh. 
Seton,  John,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Strachan,  Andrew, presses.     [M.A.  theses:  King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Wedderburn,  David.     A  Short  introduction  to  grammar. 
Glasg.  Univ.  ;  Bodl. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Baron,  Robert.     Disputatio  theologica. 

Abcrd.  Univ.  ;  Glasg.   Univ.;  Brit.  Mus. ;  Dr.  Williams'  Libr.;  Bodl.; 
Camb.  Univ.;  Emmanuel  Coll.;  Haigh. 
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Guild,  William.     The  Humble  addresse. 
Brit.  Miis. 

Leecii,  David,  prases.     Positiones.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 
Aherd.  Univ.;  Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg, 

Mercer,  William.     Poesie. 

Not  traced. 

Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  in  prose  and  metre. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Mr.  \V.  Cowan,  Edinb. ;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mns. ;  Bodl. 
Chichester  Cath. ;  Haigh ;  jfohn  Rylands, 

Psalter.     The  Psames  [sic]  of  David  in  metre. 

Haigh. 

Ramsay,  David.     A  Sermon. 
[Britwell.]     Not  traced. 

Robertson,  George.     Comitia  calata. 

Abcrd.  Univ.;  Haigh. 

Seton,  John.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 

Wedderburn,  David.     Institutiones  grammaticce. 
Glasg,  Univ.;  Brit,  Mns.;  Haigh, 

Wedderburn,  David.     Vivat  rex. 

Aberd,  Univ.;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit,  Mns. 


1634. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Leech,  David,  prases.     Positiones.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 
Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 

Michel,  William.     Epitaphs  upon  [his]  untymelie  death. 
Abcrd.  Univ.  (fragment);  Brit.  Mus.:  Haigh. 

Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  with  prayers. 
Not  traced, 

Seton,  John,  prases.     Theses  philosophicas.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 
Bodl. 
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Strachan,  Andrew.     Vindiciae  cultus  divini. 

Aberd.  Univ.  :  Glasg^.  Univ. 
Wedderburn,  David.     Institutiones  grammaticae. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Bodl. ;  Haigh. 


1635. 

Aberdeen  Town  Council.     Table  of  pettie  custumes. 

Not  traced. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Dickson,  David.     A  Short  explanation. 

Aberd.  Univ.:  Aberd.  Piibl. ;  St.  And.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.:  Adv.: 
Glasg.  Univ.:  Mitchell:  Brit.  Mtis. :  Bodl.:  Camb.  Univ.:  Haigh: 
yohn  Ry lands. 

Forbes,  Patrick.     Funerals. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Aberd.  Publ.;  B  lairs ;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Adv.;  Signet;  Glasg. 
Univ.;  Mitchell;  Brit.  Miis. ;  Dr.  Williams'  Libr. :  Bodl.;  Camb. 
Univ.  ;  John  Rylands. 

Gordon,  John.     Confessio  fidei. 

Aberd.  Univ. 
Leech,  David, //-^y^ifi-.     Positiones.     [M.  A.  King's  Coll.] 

Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 
Marischai,  William,  6M  Ear/.     Lachrymae  Academise  MarLscallanae. 

Signet. 
Seton,  John,  presses.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischai  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

1636. 
Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Canons  and  constitutions. 

Aberd.  Univ. ;  St.  And.  Univ.  :  Edinb.  Univ. ;  Adv.  ;  Gen.  Ass.  :  U.F.C. 
Coll.:  Episc.  Coll.:  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mus.:  Bodl.;  Hai-h  \  John 
Rylands. 

5 
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Forbes,  John.     Irenicum  amatoribus  veritatis. 

Abcrd.  Univ.;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mits. ;  Camb.  Univ. 

Leech,  David,  prceses.     Positiones.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 
Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 

Seton,  John,  />rases.     [M.A.  theses :  Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Themylthorpe,  Nicolas.     The  Posie  of  godlie  prayers. 
Bodl. 

Wedderburn,  David.     Vocabula. 
Not  traced. 

1637. 

Aberdeen  Universities.     De  pace  inter  Evangelicos  procuranda. 
Not  traced. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Broad,    William.       Bonum    factum  :    de    hydrope   theses.       [M.D. 
King's  Coll.]. 
Glasg.  Univ. 

Catechism.     Catechesis  religionis  christianae. 

Adv. 

Qerard,  John.     Gerards  meditations. 

St.  And.  Univ.  ;  Bodl. 

Guild,  William.     A  Short  treatise. 

Adv. 

Guild,  William.     Trueth  triumphant. 

Aherd.  Printers,  p,  60,  enters  this  under  Cupif,  Francis.  Adv.  :  Signet ; 
Gen.  Assembly  ;  Brit.  Miis. 

Johnston,  Arthur.     Paraphrasis  poetica  Psalmorum. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Aberd.  Publ. ;  St.  And.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Adv.; 
Signet;  Episc.  Coll.;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Bodl.;  Camb.  Univ.;  Haigh ; 
John  Ry lands. 

Leech,  David,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :   King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 
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Leech,  David.     Philosophia  illachrymans. 

Brit.  Mus. ;  York  Minster. 
Seton,  John,  prczses.     Theses  philosophicse.     [M. A.  Marischal  Coll.] 

Bodl. 

Wedderburn,  David.     A  Short  introduction  to  grammar. 
Ahcrd.  Univ. 

1638. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Charles  I.     Proclamation  by  His  Majesty  against  Glasgow  Assembly. 

Ahcrd.  Piibl. ;  Gen.  Assembly. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Confession  of  faith. 

Aberd.  Univ. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Generall  demands  ...  to  be  propounded. 

Not  traced. 

Church  of  Scotland.     Generall  demands  .   .  .  propounded. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Gen.  Assembly  ;  Haigh. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Answeres  of  some  brethren  of  the  ministerie 
[ist  edition]. 
Gen.  Assembly. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Answeres  of  some  brethren  of  the  ministerie 
[2nd  edition]. 

Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mus. 

Church  of  Scotland.    Answeres  of  some  brethren  of  the  minitserie  [sic\. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Signet;  Haigh:  jfohn  Rylands. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Duplies  of  the  ministers. 

Ahcrd.  Univ.  :  Signet;  Gen.  Assembly  :  Haigh;  John  Rylands. 

Church  of  Scotland.     Protestation  of  the  noblemen. 
Adv. 

Church  of  Scotland.     Short  relation  of  the  state  of  the  kirk. 
Edinb.  Univ. 

Forbes,  John.     A  Peaceable  warning. 

Ahcrd.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mus.;  Camb.  Univ.;  Haigh. 
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Gerard,  John.     Gerard's  prayers. 
Bodl. 

Leech,  David,  prases.     Positiones  philosophicse.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 
Dr.  D,  Murray,  Glasg.  ;  Trin.  Coll.,  Dnbl. 

Psalter.     The  Psalms  of  David  in  metre. 

Not  traced. 

Raban,  Edward.     The  Glorie  of  man. 
Adv. 

Seton,  John,  presses.     Theses  philosophicse.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 
Trin.  Coll.,  Dnbl. 


1639. 

Almanac.     Prognostication. 
Adv. 

Church  of  Scotland.     The  Declinator  and  protestation  of  the  arch- 
bishops. 

Edinb.  Univ.;  Gen.  Ass.;   U.F.C.  Coll. 
Guild,  William.     An  Antidote  against  poperie. 

Ahcrd.  Univ.;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mtis.  ;  Camb.  Univ. 

Guild,  William.     The  Noveltie  of  poperie. 
Aberd.  Univ ;  Brit.  Miis. 

Guild,  William.    To  the  nobilitie  .  .  .  a  friendly  and  faythfuU  advice. 
Aberd.  Univ.;  Brit.  Miis.  ;  Haigh. 

Marischal  College.     [M.A.  theses.] 

Not  traced ;  prases  imknown. 

Ogilvie,  Robert, presses.     [M.A.  theses:  King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

163    ..    . 

Bellenden,  Adam.     [Thesis  for  D.D.] 
Not  traced. 

Guild,  William.     [Thesis  for  D.D.] 
Not  Inued. 
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Ross,  Alexander.     [Thesis  for  D.D.] 
Not  traced. 

Sibbald,  James.     [Thesis  for  D.D.] 
Not  traced. 


1640. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Marischal  College.     [M.A.  theses.] 

No!  traced ;  presses  nnkuown. 

Ogilvie,  Robert, />rceses.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

1641. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Downie,  Robert.     Scotorum  elogium. 

A  herd.  Univ. 

Marischal  College.     [M.A.  theses.] 

Not  traced;  presses  unknown. 

Ogilvie,  Robert,  presses.      [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Wedderburn,  David.     Sub  obitum  Arturi  Jonstoni. 
Not  traced. 

1642. 

Almanac. 

Not  trcued. 
Lindsay,  David.     Scotlandes  Halleluiah. 

Not  traced. 

Marischal  College.     [M.A.  theses.] 

Not  traced ;  prases  unknown, 

Middleton,  Ale.vander,  presses.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 
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1643. 
Aberdeen  Grammar  School.     Scoole  actis  and  lawes. 

Xot  tfOccd. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Church  of  Scotland.     A  Solemn  league  and  covenant. 
Abci'd.  Univ.  (two  fragments), 

Decanus,  Samuel,  Bohemus.     Positiones.     [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 

Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg.     Aherd.  Printers,  p.  73,  gives  under  BohemuS. 

Douglas,  William.     [Thesis  for  S.T.P.] 
Not  traced. 

Gordon,  Patrick,  presses.     Theses  philosophicae.      [M.A.  King's  Coll.] 
Dr.  D.  Murray,  Glasg. 

Ray,  John,  presses.     Theses  philosophicse.     [M.A.  Marischal  Coll.] 
Aberd.  Univ.;  Bodl. 

Wedderburn,   David.     Meditationum  campestrium  centuriae  duae. 
Edinb.  Univ. ;  Signet. 

1644. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Committee   of    Estates.      Proclamation :    All   fensible    persons    to 
assemble. 

Aberd.  Univ. 

Committee  of  Estates.     Proclamation  :    All  fensible  persons  to  bee 
in  readiness. 

Aberd.  Univ. 

Committee  of  Estates.     Proclamation  :  All  heritors  to  assemble. 

Aberd.  Univ. 

Innes,  George.     A  Militarie  rudiment. 
Adv. 

Lindsay,  David.     The  Convert's  cordiall. 
Haigh. 
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Melvill,  Elizabeth.     A  Godly  dream. 
Brit.  Mns. 

Middleton,  George, /r^i-^j.     [M. A.  theses:  King's  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 

Montrose,  James,    ist  Marquess  of.     Declaration  :   It  were  more,  I 
am  confident,  than  superfluous.   .  .  . 
A  herd.  Univ. 

Montrose,  James,    ist  Marqttess  of.     Proclamation  :  For  bringing  of 
the  Kingis  subjectis  to  their  wonted  obedience. 
Not  traced. 

Montrose,  James,   ist  Marquess  of.      Proclamation  :  His   Majesteis 
leiges  to  cum  in. 
Not  traced. 

Wedderburn,  David.     Meditationum  campestrium  centuria  tertia. 

Signet ;  Brit.  Mns. 

Wedderburn,  David.     Sub  obitum  Georgii  Jamesone. 
Not  traced. 

Youngson,  Andrew, preeses.     [M.A.  theses:  Marischal  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 


1645. 

Aidie,  William, /r^5-<?j-.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 

Montgomery,  Alexander.     The  Cherrie  and  the  slae. 
Brit.  Mils. 

Montrose,  James,  isf  Marquess  of.     Copy  of  letter  anent  victorie  at 
Alford. 

Not  traced. 

Youngson,  Andrew, /r^5-^y.     [M.A.  theses:   King's  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 
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1646. 
Aberdeen  Committee  of  Warre.     Proclamation,  13  June. 

Aberd.  Univ. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Middleton,  Alexander,  pr(Bses.     [M.  A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 

Xot  traced. 

Sandilands,  Patrick,  prceses.     [M.A.  theses  :   Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

1647. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Gordon,  Patrick, /r^^^x.     [M. A.  theses:  King's  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 

Ray,  iQ>)\x\,  prieses.     [AI.A.  theses:  Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

1648. 

Aberdeen  Town  Council.     Papers  prined  on  the  bristis. 
Not  traced. 

Almanac. 

Not  traced. 
Menzies,  John,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischal  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 
Middleton,  George, //-(-^^^j-.     [M.A.  theses:  King's  Coll.] 

Not  traced. 

1649. 

Almanac. 

Nut  traced. 

Burnet,  Robert,  prases.     [M.A.  theses  :  Marischal  Coll.] 
Not  traced. 

Guild,  William.     Isagoge  catechetica. 
St.  And.  Univ.;  Edinb.  Univ. 
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Guild,  William,     The  Old  Roman  Catholic. 

Aberd.  Univ.;  Adv.;  Glasg.  Univ.;  Brit.  Mus. ;  Haigh, 
Middleton,  Alexander,  prceses.     [M.A.  theses  :  King's  Coll.] 

Not  truccd. 


Books  wrong/y  attributed  to  Rahan. 

Baron,  Robert.     On  arrival  of  King  Charles  II.,  1633. 

Aberd.   Printers^   p.   44 ;    but   the    book    referred    to   is   his  '  Disputatio 
theologica  '  of  same  date. 

Baron,  Robert.     Theses  theologicse,  1630. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  32  ;  but  see  S.N.  &>  Q.,  2,  vii,  167. 
[Calderwood,  David.]     Parasynagma  Perthense,  1620. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  2  ;  but  printed  in  Leyden. 
Church  of  Scotland.     Whole  forme  of  discipline,  1636. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  59  ;  but  date  is  an  error  (for  Psalter  of  1633)  '1  Glasg. 
Univ.  Catalogue. 

Forbes,  Patrick.     Sermons,  1635. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  55;  but  a  mistake  for  the  "  Funerals,"  1635. 

Guild,  William.     An  Antidote  against  poperie,  1638. 
Aberd.  Printers,  p.  67 ;  but  a  mistake  for  1639. 

Guild,   William.     Issachar's  asse,  162 1. 

Hazlitt's  Coll.  iii,  Suppt.  141 ;  but  a  mistake  for  1622. 

Melville,  Andrew.     Musae,  1620. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  i  ;  but  printed  in  Holland. 

Row,  John.     Hebrew  dictionary,  1643. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  73  ;  but  evidently  the  Glasgow  edition  of  1644. 

Scrogie,  Alexander.     Theses  theologicae,  1629. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  32  ;  but  see  S.A^.  &>  Q.,  2,  vii,  167. 

Sibbald,  James.     Theses  theologicae,  1628. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  29  ;  but  see  S.N.  &•  Q.,  2,  vii,  167. 
Wedderburn,  David.     Institutiones  grammaticae,  1635. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  57  ;  but  existence  queried  by  Mr.  Kellas  Johnstone. 
Wedderburn,  David.     Meditationes  campestres,  1634. 

Aberd.  Printers,  p.  52  ;  but  date  a  misprint  for  1643. 


APPENDIX  C 

NEWSPAPER  ARTICLES 

I. 

The  following  appeared  as  a  leading  article  in  the  Aberdeen 
Journal  oi  17th  June,  1922  : — 

Raban. 

The  Tercentenary  of  the  introduction  of  the  printing-press  to 
Aberdeen  by  Raban  has  this  week  fittingly  been  made  the  occasion 
of  generous  tributes  to  this  notable  typographical  artist  and 
craftsman.  Last  night,  at  the  dinner  given  by  the  Master  Printers' 
Guild,  Mr,  Kellas  Johnstone,  with  scholarly  enthusiasm,  outlined 
the  life  and  work  of  our  seventeenth-century  pioneer,  and  Dr. 
Blaikie  reminded  the  company  that  James  Chalmers,  another 
distinguished  printer,  had  builded  so  well  that  his  work,  in  the 
form  of  the  Aberdeen  J ournal,  which  he  founded  in  1748,  remained 
to-day  as  a  living  monument  to  the  persistency  of  the  art  and 
craft  identified  with  type.  This  afternoon  Principal  Sir  George 
Adam  Smith  will  further  honour  the  memory  of  Raban,  although 
last  night  he  deplored  the  fates  that  made  printing  so  expensive 
for  the  Colleges  over  which  he  presides.  Good  things  are  pro- 
verbially costly,  and  if  the  times  are  out  of  tune,  there  is  at  least 
some  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  Aberdeen  printing  maintains 
the  high  standard  set  by  its  founders,  and  that  the  well-printed 
page  adds  clarity  to  the  ideas  of  the  philosopher  and  the  visions 
of  the  poet. 
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The  twentieth  century  as  it  advances  becomes  more  and  more 
the  Age  of  Print.  Print  in  all  its  manifold  forms  is  constantly  at 
work  in  the  shape  of  the  book,  the  newspaper,  and  the  circular 
announcing  the  new  and  recalling  the  old — educating,  entertaining. 
It  is  Civilisation's  line  of  communication,  and  its  absence  would 
send  the  world  into  the  stagnation  of  the  Dark  Ages.  As  readers 
must  be  attracted,  the  art  of  good  printing  plays  its  part  in  the 
proper  manipulation  of  type,  ink,  and  paper ;  and  the  greater  the 
knowledge  and  skill  in  producing  printed  matter,  the  more  effective 
are  the  results.  It  is  questionable,  therefore,  if  good  printing  can 
ever  be  really  cheap,  as  it  calls  for  quality  all  round,  and  that  is 
why,  particularly  in  these  abnormal  times,  while  printing  has 
steadily  improved  down  the  past  three  centuries,  it  is  only  cheap 
in  a  comparative  sense.  Whatever  the  price  of  their  products 
may  chance  to  be,  Raban  and  his  successors  are  admittedly  the 
foremost  workers  in  the  world  in  blazing  the  trail  of  progress,  and 
for  this  reason  we  honour  them. 

II. 

The  following  appeared  as  a  leading  article  in  the  Aberdeen 
Free  Pi'ess  of  19th  June,  1922  : — 

Aberdeen's  First  Printer. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  movement  for  erecting  a  memorial 
to  the  first  printer  in  Aberdeen  was  consummated,  and  the  tasteful 
memorial  tablet  now  in  Drum's  Aisle  will  henceforth  serve  as  a 
memento  of  Edward  Raban.  The  researches  of  Mr.  G.  M,  Fraser 
and  Mr.  J.  Y.  Kellas  Johnstone  have  revealed  possibly  all  that  is 
known,  or  is  likely  to  be  known,  about  this  master  printer  of  three 
hundred  years  ago.  Raban  is  at  best  a  somewhat  vague  figure, 
only  dimly  discernible  now.      Even  his  nationality  seems  to  be 
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uncertain,  though  the  balance  of  evidence  seems  to  point  to  a 
German  origin.  Such  questions,  however,  have  to  be  regarded  in 
historic  perspective.  He  lived  in  an  age  when  "  nationality  "  in 
its  modern  sense  scarcely  existed,  when  Europe  was  scourged  with 
the  presence  of  rival  commanders  at  the  head  of  armies  of  pro- 
fessional soldiers,  and  when  the  skilled  craftsman  of  the  towns 
seems  to  have  been,  like  the  man  of  learning,  more  or  less  of  a 
cosmopolitan.  It  is  quite  sufficient  to  know  that  Edward  Raban 
did  live  and  print  in  Aberdeen.  His  books  are  with  us  to-day  to 
testify  to  him.  For  the  book  printer  is  unique  among  tradesmen 
in  that  he  leaves  his  name  and  the  date  upon  everything  he 
produces.  Raban's  books  do  him  credit ;  and  although  it  is  only 
those  possessing  a  knowledge  of  old  books  who  are  familiar  with 
them,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  when  this,  the  first  printer  to  practise 
the  trade  in  Aberdeen,  was  laid  to  rest  at  the  "  Wast  Dyk  "  of  St. 
Nicholas  Churchyard,  the  career  then  ended  was  that  of  one  of 
the  most  notable  citizens  in  the  history  of  the  city.  Anyone  who 
successfully  establishes  a  new  industry  must  always  be  considered 
a  notable  person,  because  such  people,  in  the  well-known  metaphor, 
make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew  before.  Not  all 
local  industries  can  trace  their  origin  with  such  certainty  to  a 
single  individual  as  is  the  case  with  the  printing  trade,  but  it 
would  be  imagined  that  the  companion  trade  in  which  the 
Aberdeen  district  is  so  largely  interested,  namely  paper-making, 
might,  like  the  printing  trade,  be  able  to  commemorate  the  man 
or  men  who  first  carried  it  on  in  this  neighbourhood.  At  the 
time  when  Raban  arrived  in  Aberdeen  with  his  printing-press  the 
art,  founded  some  century  and  a  half  previously,  had  reached  its 
first  bloom.  The  early  printers  carried  on  the  decorative  ideas 
which  were  derived  ultimately  from  the  manuscript  art  of  the 
ages  which  preceded  them  ;  at  the  same  time  they,  or  rather  the 
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cutters  of  their  wooden  types,  created  a  beautifully  rounded  form 
of  the  Roman  lettering.  This  feature  is  to  be  noticed  on  all  old 
title  pages,  such  as  those  of  Raban's  books  ;  and  a  tribute  to  the 
taste  of  that  age  is  to  be  found  in  the  tendency  of  present-day 
printers  to  revert  for  decorative  work  to  "  faces  "  of  type  which 
are  more  or  less  closely  modelled  upon  these  old  forms.  In  this 
matter  the  modern  printer  shows  a  lively  apprehension  of  the 
artistic  qualities  which  mark  the  work  which  the  founders  of  his 
craft  have  handed  down  as  their  memorial.  The  tablet  to  Edward 
Raban  may  thus  be  said  to  be  the  expression  of  a  "  historic  sense  " 
which  has  never  been  absent  from  the  printing  trade,  but  which 
is  at  the  present  moment  gaining  ground  ;  and  it  is  fitting  to 
remember  that  the  prime  mover  of  the  tercentenary  celebrations 
which  have  just  taken  place  was  the  late  Mr.  William  Smith,  who 
himself  shared  in  no  ordinary  degree  in  the  qualities  of  the  artist- 
craftsman  which  we  imagine  Edward  Raban  and  his  contempo- 
raries to  have  possessed. 


APPENDIX  D 

GREETINGS. 

I.  From  the  University  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Anderson,  LL.B.,  at  the  Tercentenary  Dinner  read 
the  following  greeting  from  the  i^berdeen  University  Library 
Committee : — 

The  Aberdeen  University  Library  Committee  desires  to 
convey  to  the  promotors  of  the  celebrations  in  honour  of 
the  Tercentenary  of  Edward  Raban,  its  warm  appreciation 
of  the  pious  intention  so  admirably  carried  out. 

The  University  Library  wishes  to  associate  itself  with 
the  general  expressions  of  gratitude  to  this  distinguished 
printer,  without  whom  University  influence  in  the  early 
17th  century  would  have  been  much  more  restricted  than 
it  was,  and  University  education  considerably  retarded. 

Raban  was  brought  to  Aberdeen  in  1622  by  the  joint 
action  of  the  Town  and  the  two  Universities  which  it  then 
contained,  and  for  the  most  of  his  lifetime  there  he  was 
responsible  for  all  the  academic  printing.  The  University 
Library  has  a  larger  and  finer  collection  of  works  issued 
by  him  than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere,  and  is  always 
endeavouring  to  add  to  the  number. 

The  Library  Committee  believes  that  in  honouring  the 
memory  of  such  a  predecessor,  the  Master  Printers  of 
Aberdeen  are  worthily  maintaining  their  high  traditions, 
and  it  offers  sincere  congratulations  on  their  success. 
(72) 
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11.  From  the  Public  Library  Committee. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  Secretary  of  The 

Aberdeen  Masters  Printers'  Guild  : — 

Public  Library, 
Aberdeun,  gth  June,  1922. 

Dear  Sir, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Book  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Public  Library  Committee  yesterday — Professor  J. 
Arthur  Thomson,  Convener,  in  the  Chair — attention  was 
drawn  to  the  forthcoming  celebration,  by  the  Master 
Printers'  Guild  of  Aberdeen,  of  the  Tercentenary  of 
Edward  Raban,  the  first  printer  of  Aberdeen.  The 
Convener  mentioned  the  significance  of  the  anniversary, 
and  the  close  association  of  printing  with  the  work  of 
the  Public  Library.  He  moved  that,  on  behalf  of  the 
Public  Library  Committee,  they  convey  their  felicitations 
to  the  Master  Printers'  Guild  on  the  occasion.  The 
motion  was  cordially  passed,  and  as  directed  by  the  Sub- 
Committee  I  have  great  pleasure  in  communicating 
herewith  the  Library  Committee's  congratulations  and 
good  wishes  on  your  celebration  of  this  very  interesting 
anniversary. 

Yours  very  truly, 

G.  M.  FRASER, 
Librarian. 
James  E.  Wilson,  Esq., 
Secretary,  Master  Printers'  Guild, 
46  John  Street. 


APPENDIX  E 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE   ABERDEEN 
TOWN  COUNCIL. 

I. 

The  Rosemount  Press, 
Aberdeen,  ^th  October,  1921. 

Dear  Sir, 

Proposed  Memorial  to  Edward  Rabafi. 

It  is  now  almost  300  years  since  the  art  of  printing 
was  introduced  into  Aberdeen,  The  first  printer,  Edward  Raban, 
set  up  his  press  in  the  Castlegate  in  1622,  and  in  the  same  year 
he  was  appointed  printer  to  the  City  and  to  both  Universities, 
To  mark  the  Tercentenary  of  this  important  event  in  the  City's 
annals  and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Raban,  the  Master 
Printers  in  Aberdeen  have  decided  to  erect  a  Tablet,  and  are 
desirous  of  placing  it  in  Drum's  Aisle,  underneath  the  Monument 
to  Robert  Gordon.  On  their  behalf  I  now  write  to  ask  whether 
the  Town  Council  will  give  the  necessary  permission,  I  send 
herewith  a  drawing  by  Dr.  William  Kelly  of  the  proposed  Tablet, 
with  particulars  as  to  its  character  and  showing  its  relation  to  the 
Robert  Gordon  Monument. 

As  it  is  desired  to  have  the  Tablet  erected  by  next  March,  I 
shall  be  glad  if  you  will  bring  the  matter  before  the  Town  Council 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 


Yours  faithfully, 

THEODORE  WATT. 


William  Gordon,  Esq,,  LL.D., 
Town  Clerk, 

Aberdeen. 
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II. 

Town  House, 
Aberdeen,  i8//(  October,  1921. 

Dear  Sir, 

Drums  Aisle. 
Proposed  Memorial  to  Edward  Raban,  Printer. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  current,  and  to  inform  you  that  it  was  laid  before  the 
Town  Council  at  their  meeting  held  yesterday,  and  remitted  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.   GORDON, 

Town  Clerk. 
Theodore  Watt,  Esq., 

The  Rosemount  Press. 

III. 

Town  House, 
Aberdeen,  ^th  December,  1921. 

Dear  Sir, 

D ruin's  Aisle. 
Proposed  Memorial  to  Edward  Raban,  Printer. 

I  beg  to  refer  to  my  letter  of  i8th  October  last,  and 
to  send  annexed,  for  your  information,  excerpt  from  a  Minute  of 
Meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Town  Council. 

The  Minute,  which  is  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  was  adopted  by 
the  Council  at  their  meeting  held  yesterday. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  W.  DAVIDSON. 

Town  Clerk  Depute, 
Theodore  Watt,  Esq., 

The  Rosemount  Press. 
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Excerpt  referred  to — 

In  terms  of  remit,  the  Committee  had  before  them  the  letter 
from  the  Local  Master  Printers'  Association,  requesting  permission 
to  erect  in  Drum's  Aisle  a  memorial  tablet  to  Edward  Raban,  the 
first  Aberdeen  printer.  From  the  sketch  which  accompanied  the 
application,  it  appeared  that  the  memorial  tablet  was  to  consist  of 
a  Corrennie  granite  slab,  2  feet  8  inches  square,  sand  rubbed,  with 
bronze  corner  clasps  gilded,  black  granite  surround,  dull  polished, 
the  whole  to  be  backed  with  slate  and  bearing  an  appropriate 
inscription.  After  deliberation,  the  Committee  resolved  to  re- 
commend that  the  Council  should  grant  the  permission  requested, 
on  condition  {a)  that  the  tablet  shall  be  erected  on  a  site  to  be 
selected  by  the  Council ;  and  {U)  that  the  Association  shall  be 
bound  and  obliged  at  their  own  risk  and  expense  to  uphold  and 
maintain  the  tablet  in  all  time  coming,  and  that  the  Council  shall 
not  undertake  or  incur  any  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  same. 

JAMES  W.  DAVIDSON. 
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